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Connecticut Crazies 


As to your October 5 article about gun 
control (“Obama Ramping Up the Rheto- 
ric on Gun Control”), my family and I 
lived in Connecticut and attended church 
in Sandy Hook when the heinous murders 
took place. The Connecticut/Newtown 
hearings were nothing more than a cha- 
rade. As a Second Amendment supporter, 
I testified in Hartford only to have Sena- 
tors Looney and Williams shamefully 
refuse to look at me when I addressed 
them, and Senator Coleman put his head 
down and went to sleep. The female Con- 
necticut Capitol police officer pictured on 
page 18 of your magazine, while holding 
a bolt-closed rifle and with her finger on 
the trigger, pointed the firearm at the at- 
tendees on her left. The Second Amend- 
ment supporters instantly saw this breach 
of basic firearm safety and immediately 
called for her to point the gun in a safe 
direction. Senator Looney, the hearing’s 
chair, failing to recognize a serious yet el- 
ementary point of safety, verbally lashed 
out at us and threatened to have us re- 
moved from the hearing. This is a prime 
example of government officials making 
laws on a subject that they know abso- 
lutely nothing about. Law-abiding Con- 
necticut gun owners became villains, and 
were severely restricted and punished 
with new laws, while criminals became 
even more empowered by not being held 
accountable to existing laws. 
Connecticut gun control laws were 
the last tyrannical straw. We were no 
longer free and decided to move from 
Connecticut. 
We live in an era our Founding Fathers 
warned about. Molon Labe! 
V/R, Lt. COL. JOHN T. COFFINDAFFER, 
USAF (RET.), COMBAT AIR RESCUE 
Sent via e-mail 


Understanding Being Broke 


Well, it has finally happened. As Margaret 
Thatcher once proclaimed, “Eventually 
you run out of other people’s money.” 
Greece has run out of other people’s 
money, as well as its own. The people of 
Greece are refusing to acknowledge that 
fact. They also seem to think they can 
continue without more austerity, and that 
other people will keep giving them even 
more money. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


Does this not make you wonder how much 
longer we can continue using other people’s 
money here in the United States? The situa- 
tion in Greece has finally proven that a na- 
tional debt really does matter. 

BILL HINESER 
Arvada, Colorado 


Police Abuse 
Comes Home 


In 1993, there was a big case of police bru- 
tality in Waco, Texas, against a cult called 
the Branch Davidians. It was perpetrated 
by a federal agency (BATF), and all the 
cop-haters failed to complain about it. In 
fact, a New York congressman named 
Chuck Schumer took the lead in pro- 
tecting the brutal policemen from being 
brought to justice. And then the people of 
New York promoted Schumer to senator 
in 1998. In my opinion, the people of New 
York City have no right at all to complain 
about police brutality. 
OwEN D. Camp 
Preston Hollow, New York 


Barnum, Baily, and Trump 


It seems that Donald Trump has trumped 
the headlines, and it is quite an example 
of media hype and power. Trump has 
managed to get himself to the top of the 
pile of Rinos by shooting his mouth off, 
saying unacceptable stuff, and ruffling 
the feathers of the other bozos. And be- 
cause he has struck a cord with fed-up 
folks who don’t much care how he says 
things, his lead remains. It is time to 
bring him down. 

So his opponents are dragging out their 
best weapons and accusing him of mak- 
ing “racist” statements while his compa- 
nies import workers. And no doubt they 
will find some other politically incorrect 
statements and detestable sins he’s made 
against the establishment. Sins are only 
sins for some. What a circus it is. 

A likely guess is that he might get his 
fill, use his money and power to jump 
ship to a third party, and give us Hil- 
lary. It’s probably all part of the game, as 
it is doubtful Hillary could manage all her 
baggage into the White House on her own. 

JOAN LONGJOHN 
Sent via e-mail 


Social Security Defaults Again on Its Promises 


Satay, 


a 


On October 15, the Social Security Administration announced that 
for the third time in six years there will be no COLA (Cost Of 
Living Adjustment) to beneficiaries’ checks next year. There was 
no COLA in 2010 or 2011, thanks to the government index used 
to determine whether an “adjustment” (increase) was justified, 
to offset inflation. This year’s culprit was the price of gasoline, 
which fell 23 percent, wiping out any chance for an increase in 
the checks going to more than 60 million recipients. 

Heroic and often invisible measures have been undertaken in 
recent years to cover up the program’s insolvency: raising retire- 


ment ages, increasing deductibles and co-pays in Social Secu- 
rity’s Medicare program, and forcing recipients to make do with 
less. 

According to the Senior Citizens League, recipients have lost 
nearly a fourth of their buying power over the last 15 years, 
thanks to the rising cost of housing and medical expenses. Since 
2000, housing costs for seniors have increased by 44 percent, 
heating oil by 159 percent, eggs by 117 percent, and gasoline by 
76 percent. Since then, however, Social Security’s COLAs have 
averaged just 2.2 percent per year. 

In 1972, Congress modified Social Security so that it would 
reflect the loss of purchasing power of the dollar, resulting in the 
adoption of the Consumer Price Index, or CPI. At the time the 
index measured the price increases (as a result of the inflation 
caused by the Federal Reserve) of a market basket of goods and 
services bought by wage earners. 

Then in 1987, Congress directed the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS) to develop an alternate CPI for the elderly, called CPI-E. 
The BLS has been “developing” that alternate ever since. 

There are numerous problems with the system, but the primary 
one is the fact that it’s a government-mandated, forced extrac- 
tion of monies from wages before the wage earner ever sees his 
paycheck. Forcing people to pay into the system is the immoral 
basis upon which the entire edifice stands. 


Columbus Day Being Replaced With 


In 1492 Columbus sailed the ocean blue. In 2015 he’s thought 
quite mean — at least by some people. And as a result, a move- 
ment to replace his holiday with a politically correct one is pick- 
ing up steam. As Fox News reported on October 12: 


More cities are recognizing Native Americans on Columbus 
Day this year as they revive a movement to change the name 
of the holiday to celebrate the history and contributions of 
indigenous cultures around the country. 

As the U.S. observes Columbus Day on Monday, it will 
also be Indigenous Peoples Day in at least nine cities for the 
first time this year, including Albuquerque; Portland, Or- 
egon; St. Paul, Minnesota; and Olympia, Washington. 

... The campaigns say the federal holiday honoring Chris- 
topher Columbus — and the parades and pageantry accom- 
panying it — overlook a painful history of colonialism, en- 
slavement, discrimination and land grabs that followed the 
Italian explorer’s 1492 arrival in the Americas. 


But it’s not European history that’s “painful” — it’s man’s his- 
tory that’s painful. While Columbus’ transgressions have been 
exaggerated, the reality is that all civilizations were born via 
dominance of others. Civilizations have been forged on blood. 
So where does this leave us? With the fact that we have a 
civilization here, now, today, and the only question is: Is it worth 


“Indigenous Peoples Day” 


preserving? If so, you preserve it. You don’t sit around orches- 
trating cultural suicide in the name of some kind of supposed 
karmic justice. 

One complaint against Columbus Day, and so, so many other 
things, is that they reflect a Western perspective. But everything 
is a matter of perspective. The only relevant question is whether 
our perspective aligns with the Truth or a lie. And the truth is that 
we’re supposed to have a Western perspective because we’re a 
Western civilization — and that we should thank God, and some 
dead white males, that we are. 
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Meteorologist Persecuted for Debunking Climate ‘Hysteria 


Just months before the massive United Nations “Climate Change” 
summit hosted by the French government is set to take place in 
Paris, France’s top meteorologist, Philippe Verdier, is blowing 
the whistle on the hysteria surrounding alleged man-made glob- 
al-warming theories. Verdier is France Télévisions’ chief of me- 
teorology and the nation’s most famous weatherman, providing 
nightly forecasts to millions of viewers. In a new book released 
October 1, dubbed Climat Investigation, (Climate Investiga- 
tion in English), Verdier lambasted the UN Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), saying its climatologists and 
political backers have “taken the world hostage” with misleading 
or downright inaccurate data. 

The revelations took France by storm, sparking furious outrage 
by politicians, Big Labor, climate alarmists, and establishment 
media outlets. Within days, the scandal went global, with the 
U.K. Telegraph and media outlets across Europe picking up the 
story. In response, his employer — essentially, the French gov- 
ernment — promptly took the climate heretic off the air and put 
him on “forced holiday,” confirming a key thesis of his book. 

“T received a letter telling me not to come [to work]. I’m in 
shock,” he told a government-controlled radio broadcaster. “This 
is a direct extension of what I say in my book, namely that any 
contrary views must be eliminated.” France Télévisions has re- 
fused to comment so far, though news reports say Big Labor is 


** Philippe_ 
__Nerdier»-» 


also demanding that Verdier be fired — and he may well be. “I 
don’t think management liked it, let’s be honest,” Verdier said. “I 
put myself via this investigation on the path of [UN climate sum- 
mit] COP 21, which is a bulldozer, and we can see the results.” 

The devastating blow dealt by Verdier to climate hysteria in 
France, though, may be impossible for the nation’s Socialist Party 
rulers and media apparatchiks to repair before the UN climate 
summit. And he may not be the last whistleblower waiting to 
expose the fraud before the Paris confab. 


Muslim Refugee Warns of “Islamic Conquest of the West” 


He’s a Muslim refugee living in Europe, and he has a warning: 
Keep the Muslim “refugees” out of Europe. He’s Dr. Mudar 
Zahran, a Jordanian Palestinian academic and a leader of the 
Jordanian Opposition Coalition who is currently living in the 
United Kingdom, where he sought political asylum. Describing 
himself as an “orthodox Muslim,” he nonetheless says there’s a 
“genuine problem with Muslims in Europe” and calls the cur- 
rent wave of migrants entering the continent “the soft Islamic 
conquest of the West.” 

Dr. Zahran issued these and more dire warnings on an Octo- 
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Muslim Refugee in Europe Warns About Muslim Refugees in 


ber 15 segment of The Glazov Gang. Zahran’s basic message 
is that the West is being manipulated, fooled, and played for 
suckers by migrants who by and large are not what they ap- 
pear. He told show host Jamie Glazov that while most Muslim 
migrants claim to be Syrian so they can get refugee status, what 
we’re witnessing is an “influx of all kinds of refugees from the 
Middle East.” 

What Muslims “couldn’t do in the last 20 years,” says Zahran, 
“now the West is doing for us for free — and even paying for it.” 
Moreover, Zahran had this shocking news about the “invasion”: 
“T have to be honest,” he said, “you read Arab magazines and 
Arab newspapers; they are talking about, ‘Good job! Now we’re 
going to conquest [sic] Europe.’ So it’s not even a secret.” 

Of course, many Westerners welcome the Muslims in the 
name of “diversity,” but, interestingly, rich Muslim countries 
such as Saudi Arabia and the UAE don’t welcome the “diver- 
sity” of their co-religionists. Why not? Because, according to 
Zahran, most “Muslim states ... have zero history of human 
respect and human rights.” 

In the face of this, Dr. Zahran has a politically incorrect pre- 
scription. He said to Glazov, “We need to send those people [the 
Muslim migrants] home. I’m not talking only about those yet to 
come; I’m talking about those who are already there [in Europe] 
— they can always be sent home.... 1 am completely against mak- 
ing this situation permanent.” 


EXTENDED INSIDE TRACK 


Leaks on “Drone Wars” Expose Obama’s Reign of Terror 


Almost 90 percent of those executed during a five-month 
period in the Obama administration’s mass-murder-via- 
drone machinations were not even specific targets se- 
lected by the White House for extrajudicial assassina- 
tion, according to reports surrounding a massive leak 
of classified official U.S. documents unveiled October 
15 by The Intercept. In fact, it appears that despite his 
purported concerns over the death of innocents, Obama 
has killed far more innocent civilians, some of them 
US. citizens, than all of the mass-shooters in the United 
States throughout his term in office — combined. 

After the articles came out, various organizations fo- 
cusing on human rights and other issues also sounded 
the alarm. As the scandal grows, more and more voices 
are calling for congressional action and even interna- 
tional efforts to rein in the deadly schemes and explore 
the implications in more depth. But other alarming po- 
tential fruits of the murderous scheming have largely 
been left unaddressed thus far. 

But now, the American people no longer have an ex- 
cuse to stand idly by while the president, using their tax money, 
conspires with his “advisers” to secretly assassinate people, the 
source told The Intercept. 

“This outrageous explosion of watchlisting — of monitoring 
people and racking and stacking them on lists, assigning them 
numbers, assigning them ‘baseball cards,’ assigning them death 
sentences without notice, on a worldwide battlefield — it was, 
from the very first instance, wrong,” the source was quoted as 
saying in one of the online journal’s reports about the leaked 
documents. “We’re allowing this to happen. And by ‘we,’ I mean 
every American citizen who has access to this information now, 
but continues to do nothing about it.” 

The source requested anonymity because the materials were 
classified, and The Intercept granted the request because the 
Obama administration has “engaged in aggressive prosecution 
of whistleblowers.” And indeed, as this magazine and numer- 
ous other sources have documented, Obama’s “war on whistle- 
blowers” has been unprecedented, with the administration even 
exploiting espionage laws to target and terrorize Americans who 
expose government crimes. 

The source, echoing the content of the leaked materials, also 
suggested that the murder-by-drone or Special-Operations hit- 
squad was becoming entrenched within Washington. “The mili- 
tary is easily capable of adapting to change, but they don’t like 
to stop anything they feel is making their lives easier, or is to 
their benefit,” the whistleblower was quoted as saying. “And this 
certainly is, in their eyes, a very quick, clean way of doing things. 
It’s a very slick, efficient way to conduct the war, without hav- 
ing to have the massive ground invasion mistakes of Iraq and 
Afghanistan. But at this point, they have become so addicted to 
this machine, to this way of doing business, that it seems like it’s 
going to become harder and harder to pull them away from it the 
longer they’re allowed to continue operating in this way.” 

The source and the documents also shed light on what is hap- 
pening to the U.S. servicemen and their sense of morality when 


they are lawlessly ordered to hunt down people to kill them 
without even a semblance of due process. Within the “special 
operations community,” the source told The Intercept, the targets 
selected for assassination are utterly dehumanized. 

“They have no rights. They have no dignity. They have no 
humanity to themselves. They’re just a ‘selector’ to an analyst,” 
he was quoted as saying. “You eventually get to a point in the 
target’s life cycle that you are following them, you don’t even 
refer to them by their actual name.” The practice contributes to 
“dehumanizing the people before you’ve even encountered the 
moral question of ‘is this a legitimate kill or not?’” he added. 

Oftentimes, the “intelligence” used to track and murder people 
is brazenly incorrect, too, the source explained. “It’s stunning the 
number of instances when selectors [things like phone numbers] 
are misattributed to certain people,” he continued. “And it isn’t 
until several months or years later that you all of a sudden realize 
that the entire time you thought you were going after this really 
hot target, you wind up realizing it was his mother’s phone the 
whole time.” 

Meanwhile, the leaked documents show that the Obama ad- 
ministration lies to the American people about its mass-murder 
program. According to the White House, for example, it only 
murders somebody if that person poses a “continuing, imminent 
threat to U.S. persons.” The documents, however, show that 
somebody can be assassinated merely for allegedly posing “a 
threat to U.S. interest[s] or personnel.” 

The Obama administration has already made abundantly 
clear that it considers Americans with mainstream political 
views — particularly conservatives, libertarians, constitution- 
alists, veterans, and Christians — to be the primary threat to the 
“Homeland.” Perhaps instead of making a spectacle and wor- 
rying about how to strip Americans of their right to keep and 
bear arms with more “gun control,” lawmakers in Congress can 
begin with some “Obama control” to rein in the deadly White 
House reign of terror. Hl 
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Unrepentant Anti-American 

Terrorist Claims He Got Obama Elected 

“T like to think that his association with me got him elected in 2008.” 
In an interview published in early September 2015 in Yale Daily News, 
terrorist Weather Underground co-founder Bill Ayers said that he 
maintains a close tie with the president and certainly did all he could 
to get him elected in 2008. 


Why Did Boehner Fail — and Then Resign? 

“Where he failed was in never implementing an agenda and a strategy 
to win as many battles as they could. One can be forgiven for trying 
and failing, but not trying is the unforgiveable sin.” 

Barron’s editorial page editor Thomas G. Donlan cited the thinking of an 
unnamed commentator sympathetic to the GOP rebels credited with forcing John Boehner to resign. 


Reaction in Boehner’s District Mixed, With Some Shouting “Yippee!” 

“T think he moved more toward the middle. I think he caved in on a lot of things he shouldn’t have. The 
Republicans keep giving in.” 

Craig Charles is a veteran Republican who resides in the district that John Boehner served for more 
than two decades, who was tipped off by a local GOP official before the speaker resigned. 


GOP Presidential Candidate 

Wants Senate Leader to Resign Too 

“Mitch McConnell, it’s now your turn. If you’re not willing to fight 
for conservative principles, follow Speaker Boehner’s example and 
turn in your gavel.” 

Speaking at a Values Voter Summit, current Louisiana Governor 
Bobby Jindal drew loud applause with his call for the Senate major- 
ity leader to follow the lead set by John Boehner. 


Addressing Faulty Response to Mass Killing 

“We can’t round up all the people who scare us.” 

Northeastern University criminologist James Allen Fox doesn’t agree 
with those who say all potential mass killers should be incarcerated. 
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Basis of Americanism Properly Spelled Out 

“The Creator endowed inalienable rights; the Constitution would guard them. And America grew rich 
and mighty.” 

In their Time magazine article about the visit of Pope Francis, Nancy Gibbs and Elizabeth Dias cor- 
rectly and surprisingly summarized our nation’s roots. 


Plan to Force South Carolina to Accept Refugees Attacked 

“The resettlement program is part of the New World Order game plan.” 
Confirming that the UN is making decisions about resettling refugees, John Birch Society coordinator 
Evan Mulch told a gathering of worried South Carolina residents that the 
world body is making many decisions about where the refugees will settle. 


With Conditions, Snowden Willing to 

Be Jailed if Allowed in United States 

“T told the government I’d volunteer for prison, as long as it served the right 

purpose. I care more about the country than what happens to me. But we 

can’t allow the law to become a political weapon or agree to scare people 

away from standing up for their rights.” 

Still in Russia, where he has been given asylum, Edward Snowden con- ; 

tinues to defend his publicizing of government snooping on citizens as an 

act of patriotism, not a crime. Edward 
— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANUS Snowden 
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Despite tremendous cost overruns and investments of time and effort by Congresses, 
Medicare stands virtually no chance of meeting Americans’ medical demands. 


by Michael Tennant 


G "T his bill,” then-American 
Medical Association (AMA) 
president Dr. Edward Annis 

declared in 1962, “would put the govern- 

ment smack into your hospitals! Defining 
services, setting standards, establishing 
committees, calling for reports, deciding 
who gets in and who gets out — what they 
get and what they don’t — even getting 
into the teaching of medicine — and all 
the time imposing a federally administered 
financial budget on our houses of mercy 
and healing. It will create an unpredict- 
able burden on every working taxpayer. 
It will undercut and destroy the whole- 
some growth of private voluntary insur- 
ance and prepayment health plans for the 
aged which offer flexible benefits in the 
full range of individual needs. It will lower 
the quality and availability of hospital ser- 
vices throughout our country. It will stand 
between patients and their doctors. And it 
will serve as the forerunner of a different 
system of medicine for all Americans.” 
Although Annis was referring to one of 

the failed predecessors of Medicare, his 
words apply equally well to the real thing. 
Medicare, signed into law by President 
Lyndon Johnson half a century ago, has 
indeed “put the government smack into 
... hospitals,” giving Washington unprec- 
edented power over the healthcare not just 
of senior citizens but of all Americans, 
imposing an ever-growing tax burden on 
working Americans, entangling even the 
most routine doctor visits in red tape, re- 
ducing the “quality and availability” of 
healthcare, interfering in the doctor-pa- 
tient relationship, and creating deficits as 
far as the eye can see. 


The Road to Medicare 
It didn’t have to happen. 

There was no pressing need for a fed- 
eral program to insure all senior citizens 
in 1965. Contrary to Johnson’s remarks at 
the signing ceremony, “older Americans” 
were not being “denied the healing mira- 
cle of modern medicine,” nor was “illness 
crush[ing] and destroy[ing]” their savings. 

“The government used carefully doc- 
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tored statistics to mislead the public into 
believing that nearly half of the senior 
population did not have medical insurance 
coverage prior to the passage of Medi- 
care,’ wrote Dr. Lawrence Huntoon in an 
Association of American Physicians and 
Surgeons pamphlet. 

“These statistics, taken from a 1964 De- 
partment of Health, Education and Welfare 
[HEW] report, didn’t count an enormous 
number of people who were covered by a 
variety of programs including: indemnity 
policies that paid cash benefits, existing 
government programs such as the Veterans 
Administration, and welfare. It also didn’t 
count those who could afford to pay their 
own way — i.e. lack of ‘insurance cover- 
age’ is not the same as lack of access to 
medical care.” 

Indeed, a 1960 University of Michigan 
study had found that “87 percent of all 
spending units headed by persons age 65 


or older” had at least as many assets as 
households headed by younger individu- 
als, leading Representative Thomas Curtis 
(R-Mo.) to ask pointedly why some found 
it necessary to “change the basic system” 
rather than simply address the needs of the 
few seniors who genuinely couldn’t afford 
healthcare. 

The answer to Curtis’ inquiry was quite 
simple: Medicare was never intended to 
meet a real need. It was intended to push 
the United States further down the road 
to fully nationalized healthcare, and, in 
the process, win the undying loyalty of a 
major voting bloc to the Democratic Party. 
On both counts, it succeeded wildly. 

The passage of Medicare was, in fact, 
something of a compromise on the part of 
many of its backers, who had long sought 
to impose compulsory universal health 
insurance on the United States. President 
Franklin Roosevelt wanted to include it 


There was no pressing need for a federal program 

to insure all senior citizens in 1965. Contrary to 
Johnson's remarks at the signing ceremony, “older 
Americans” were not being “denied the healing miracle 


of modern medicine.” 


Medicare fraud: Falsely claiming that seniors were being denied healthcare, President Lyndon 
Johnson signed Medicare into law on July 30, 1965, at the Harry S. Truman Presidential Library, 
presenting Truman with the first Medicare card. 
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Sayonara, socialism: Fed up with Medicare’s low payments and onerous requirements, many 
physicians are leaving the program or restricting the number of Medicare patients they will see, 


exacerbating a nationwide doctor shortage. 


in his Social Security program, but was 
forced to retreat in the face of public opin- 
ion. His successor, Harry Truman, gave 
the first presidential speech devoted to the 
subject. Government officials and their al- 
lies waged a media campaign to convince 
the public of the desirability of such a 
program. Democrats introduced universal 
health insurance legislation in nearly every 
session of Congress from 1939 on. 
Nevertheless, the public wasn’t bit- 
ing. They might accept a program, such 
as Social Security, restricted to a seem- 
ingly needy subset of the population, but 
a universal program smacked too much of 
socialism. Thus, advocates of socialized 
medicine decided to restrict their efforts for 
the time being to passing a law providing 
health insurance for seniors. Even then, it 
took many more years of propaganda and, 
ultimately, the 1964 elections, which swept 
liberal Democrats into power, to bring their 


scaled-down dream to fruition — and still 
they had to employ underhanded tactics to 
succeed. 

“Medicare did not and could not achieve 
passage without the misrepresentation, 
cost concealment, tying [of unpopular 
provisions to popular ones], and incremen- 
talism to which its supporters ultimately 
resorted,” Charlotte Twight observed in a 
1997 Cato Journal article. 

“The gulf between what the public 
thought and what was actually in the bill 
was enormous,” Twight asserted. “The 
most pressing rationale for compulsory 
health insurance continually put forward 
by government officials and echoed by 
the public was the specter that responsible 
older people could be ruined financially by 
catastrophic illness. Yet neither the 1963 
nor the 1965 proposal provided coverage 
for catastrophic illness.” (Emphasis in 
original.) 


“Medicare did not and could not achieve passage 
without the misrepresentation, cost concealment, 
tying (of unpopular provisions to popular ones), and 
incrementalism to which its Supporters ultimately 
resorted,” Charlotte Twight observed. 
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Americans were rightly concerned 
that Medicare would lead to government 
control over medical practice. The John- 
son administration allayed these fears by 
pretending otherwise. A provision was in- 
serted into the bill that supposedly prohib- 
ited federal officials from exercising such 
control, notwithstanding other provisions 
that clearly showed who was in charge. 
HEW Secretary Anthony Celebrezze, con- 
veniently forgetting the old saw about the 
piper’s paymaster, told the Senate Finance 
Committee, “We are a paying agency and 
I don’t see where you get any control of 
any kind out of that.” 

Even the payroll taxes used to fund 
Medicare were the subject of misrep- 
resentation. “According to government 
officials,’ noted Twight, the taxes “rep- 
resented an ‘opportunity’ to make ‘contri- 
butions’” into a trust fund. They were not 
to be viewed as merely a transfer of wealth 
from workers to retirees. 

Costs were concealed further by in- 
cluding future payroll-tax increases, and 
even some expansions of the taxable wage 
base, in the bill — a trick that the minor- 
ity report on the 1965 House bill called a 
“gimmick” that “merely postpones the full 
impact of the cost.” 

Lowball estimates of future costs also 
helped grease the skids for the bill. The 
House Ways and Means Committee pro- 
jected the program would cost just $12 bil- 
lion a year by 1990; when that year finally 
rolled around, taxpayers were being taken 
for $107 billion. 

The bill was made irresistible to law- 
makers by including provisions that were 
sure to be popular, such as an increase in 
Social Security benefits and programs to 
help the needy obtain healthcare. What 
politician would dare vote against such a 
bonanza? As then-House Majority Leader 
Carl Albert (D-Okla.) told his colleagues, 
the bill “will serve well those of us who 
support it, politically and otherwise, 
through the years.” 

With the stage thus set, Medicare — and 
Medicaid, which was also part of the bill 
— became law on July 30, 1965. “In an 
instant, with the passage of Medicare and 
Medicaid, the government had become the 
largest single purchaser of health care,” la- 
mented Terree Wasley in What Has Gov- 
ernment Done to Our Health Care? 

Americans have been living with the 
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consequences of that momentous turn to- 
ward socialism ever since. 


Regulated to Death 
“There was immediate trouble with an 
explosion in Medicare costs, resulting in 
almost immediate violation of the original 
legislative promise of no interference with 
physician decision-making or with their 
compensation,” Dr. Elizabeth Lee Vliet 
penned recently. 

There are currently well over 100,000 
pages of Medicare regulations. Those reg- 
ulations, needless to say, favor the govern- 
ment, not patients or doctors. “Ultimately, 
the victimization of patients and physi- 
cians is the result of too many Medicare- 
related decisions being taken out of their 
hands,” averred David Hogberg in his new 
book, Medicare’s Victims: How the U.S. 
Government’s Largest Health Care Pro- 
gram Harms Patients and Impairs Physi- 
cians. “Putting those decisions in 
the hands of politicians and bu- 
reaucrats — that is, in the hands 
of people who pay little to no cost 
for being wrong — is a recipe for 
bad outcomes and, on occasion, 
disaster.” 

In truth, there are at pres- 
ent far fewer outright disasters 
among Medicare patients than 
the program’s detractors might 
imagine. The primary reason for 
this seeming success is that the 
group most affected by Medi- 
care, seniors, is also one of the 
most powerful voting blocs in the 
country. Politicians will do what- 
ever it takes to keep them happy, 
and that means making Medicare 
at least appear to work for most 
people. 

Still, as Hogberg shows, there 
are plenty of victims of the pro- 
gram, though they tend to be 
people on the margin with little 
political clout. Others are victim- 
ized in subtle and often indirect 
ways. 

The group perhaps most 
harmed by Medicare is the dis- 
abled. Coverage for the disabled 
was added in 1973 as part of a 
welfare-reform law. “The histori- 
cal record suggests that Congress 
didn’t put a good deal of thought 
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into how the disabled would fare on Medi- 
care when it passed the legislation,” noted 
Hogberg. It was enough, one supposes, for 
lawmakers to be able to tell the affected 
interest groups that they had “done some- 
thing” about disabled individuals’ diffi- 
culty in obtaining health insurance. 

One major problem with Medicare for 
the disabled is that individuals must wait 
two years from the time they become 
eligible for Social Security Disability In- 
surance — a process that itself can take 
months or even years — to get Medicare 
coverage. A 2007 Commonwealth Fund 
report found that over 16,000 disabled 
people a year die waiting to become eli- 
gible for Medicare. Although the report 
did not explore the question of how many 
died because of a lack of coverage rather 
than because they suffered from illnesses 
that would have killed them regardless, it 
seems likely that a significant number is 


Waiting for the dough: Every year, thousands of disabled 
Americans die awaiting the start of their Medicare coverage, yet 
Congress, bowing to political pressure, has been unwilling to 

repeal the lengthy waiting period. 


passing away as a result of the long wait. 

“The 24-month waiting period was in- 
stituted to save money and keep people 
from ‘gaming the system,’” the report ex- 
plained. “But as the sister of [a] man who 
died waiting for his Medicare coverage to 
begin[] said, ‘People who are genuinely 
gaming the system have the time to wait 
it out. It’s those who truly need help who 
don’t have time on their side.’” 

There have been numerous attempts to 
repeal the waiting period over the years, 
but they’ve always failed in the face of 
budgetary and political reality. Former 
Senator Max Baucus (D-Mont.), who in- 
troduced the Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
into the Senate, had called for eliminating 
the waiting period as part of healthcare 
reform, yet such a provision, according 
to Hogberg, “never made it into any ver- 
sion of the health care overhaul introduced 
into Congress.” Meanwhile, a provision 
to eliminate the Medicare Part 
D (prescription-drug coverage) 
“donut hole,” a coverage gap that 
costs some seniors thousands of 
dollars, was passed as part of the 
final bill despite a cost projec- 
tion that exceeded those of some 
of the proposals to eliminate the 
waiting period. Why? 

It all came down to politi- 
cal power. Seniors would look 
favorably on closing the donut 
hole and would therefore be more 
likely to support the ACA if the 
bill did just that. The disabled, 
by contrast, are too few and far 
between, with a voter turnout 
rate slightly more than half that 
of the general population and 
only about a third that of seniors. 
Their interests could safely be 
sacrificed to get ObamaCare on 
the books. 


Paying for Socialism 

Successive Congresses have re- 
sponded to Medicare’s soaring 
costs with price controls of one 
form or another, which have vic- 
timized far more Americans — 
often without their knowledge 
— than the arcane rules for the 
disabled. Bureaucrats in Wash- 
ington, few of whom have any 
medical background, now de- 
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Lowball estimates of future costs also helped grease 
the skids for the bill. The House Ways and Means 
Committee projected the program would cost just $12 
billion a year by 1990; when that year finally rolled 
around, taxpayers were being taken for $107 billion. 


termine which treatments are “medically 
necessary” and the rates at which health- 
care providers will be reimbursed for these 
treatments, always with an eye toward 
saving money. As with any bureaucratic 
system, these decisions do not take indi- 
vidual patients’ situations into account. 
They are based on formulas that have been 
highly influenced by lobbyists. 

When it comes to hospital reimburse- 
ments, wrote the Heritage Foundation’s 
Christopher Pope, 


Prices are adjusted by geographic 
area according to political pressures, 
rather than in response to supply and 
demand. Living in urban neighbor- 
hoods tends to be more expensive, 
but rural areas have more difficulty 
attracting doctors and must maintain 
smaller hospitals, which are more ex- 
pensive to operate. Hospitals lobby to 
be classified in higher reimbursement 
areas, increasing costs by 10 percent. 


The physician-reimbursement formulas 
are even worse, based on inputs rather 
than results. Said Pope: 


This yields a spectacularly wrong- 
headed set of incentives. Medicare 
pays more for the same work to be 
done by a more expensive physician. 
It pays more to take longer to com- 
plete the same work, and it pays more 
for the use of procedures that require 
more effort, even if less is needed.... 
There is no premium for quality. 
Physicians receive the same fee if 
the patient is unsatisfied, incorrectly 
diagnosed, or provided with inappro- 
priate and ineffective treatment. 


Of course, that’s under the current physi- 
cian-reimbursement schedule, known as 
the Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR). Last 
spring, Congress passed a law replacing the 
SGR with the Merit-Based Incentive Pay- 


14 


ment System (MIPS), which is supposed to 
reward doctors for providing quality care. 
“Under MIPS,” Hogberg elucidated, “phy- 
sicians who treat Medicare patients will be 
evaluated on how well they score on vari- 
ous metrics, receiving an annual score be- 
tween zero and 100. Each year CMS will 
choose a ‘threshold’ number. Physicians 
who score above that will receive a bonus 
on their Medicare fees. Physicians who 
score below it will be penalized.” 

One major problem with this system is 
that it creates an incentive for physicians 
to refuse patients with serious illnesses. 
One of the MIPS metrics is based on how 
well patients score on quality measures; 
another is based on how many medical re- 
sources a physician uses. If a doctor wants 
to get a good MIPS score, he needs to treat 
patients who don’t need much help. They 
will have good quality measures and con- 
sume few resources. “Leave it to Congress 
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to replace a bad policy with an even worse 
one,” remarked Hogberg. 

Another thing that negatively affects 
Medicare beneficiaries is typical bureau- 
cratic inertia. Medicare is slow to cover 
new treatments, yet often continues to 
cover treatments that have proven inef- 
fective or worse. “It took the Medicare 
bureaucracy more than 8 years to approve 
bone density scans, which are used in 
the diagnosis of osteoporosis,” Huntoon 
stated. “It took the bureaucrats more than 
10 years to approve PET scans.” On the 
other hand, while colonoscopies are no 
longer recommended for patients over 75 
because the risks outweigh the benefits, 
Medicare still pays for them regardless of 
the patient’s age. Hogberg recounts the sad 
story of an 88-year-old woman who died 
when an unnecessary — but covered — 
colonoscopy perforated her intestine. 


Code Cracking 

CMS exerts its tremendous control over 
healthcare providers not only by being 
their paymaster but also by forcing them 
to submit Medicare claims using a set of 
highly specific billing codes. Under an 
exclusive agreement with the government, 
the AMA publishes the codes, for which 
providers must pay the organization hand- 
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PET peeve: Like the FDA, Medicare is slow to approve new treatments — PET scan coverage 
took more than a decade — effectively denying care while bureaucrats catch up with technology. 
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somely. Doctors must be extremely care- 
ful to submit the correct code for every 
treatment they prescribe — not an easy 
task given that there are 18,000 different 
codes. And woe to the doctor who in good 
faith uses the wrong code, whether inten- 
tionally (because no code exists for the pa- 
tient’s specific situation) or inadvertently. 
If caught — and CMS has numerous au- 
dits in place to root out suspected fraud 
— the physician may well find himself 
behind bars, as happened in the case of 
Dr. John Natale, who was sentenced to 10 
months in prison for using incorrect codes 
for five surgeries despite the fact that the 
jury found him not guilty of fraud. 

To make matters worse, a new set of 
codes is being introduced. This version 
contains a whopping 80,000 different 
codes, and they are ludicrously specific. 
For example, a wound caused by an ani- 
mal bite currently falls under a somewhat 
generic code for an open wound; under 
the new codes, it will have to be coded 
based on the animal that sank its teeth 
into the patient, a list that includes ev- 
erything from alligators to millipedes to 
moray eels. The physician will also have 
to code for the location in which an injury 
occurred, down to the specific room. 

Between Medicare’s screwy and usually 
far-too-low reimbursements, its horribly 
burdensome coding and record-keeping 
requirements, and its treating physicians as 
though they were all criminal suspects, it’s 
not hard to see why doctors are increasingly 
opting out of Medicare — despite numer- 
ous barriers to doing so — or at least turn- 
ing down new Medicare patients. 

Those physicians who want to continue 
accepting Medicare may be forced to give 
up private practice — a process that is 
already rapidly occurring. According to 
an article by Dr. Donald Miller in the fall 
2015 Journal of American Physicians and 
Surgeons: 


Thirty years ago nearly 80 percent of 
physicians were self-employed and 
owned their practices. But by 2011, 
half had become hospital employ- 
ees. Now almost every newly trained 
physician and surgeon will seek a 
position as a salaried employee of a 
hospital or in a managed-care system 
like Kaiser Permanente. To safely 
practice medicine today and stay 
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Duress code: According to Dr. Donald Miller, many physicians say they spend “two to three extra 
hours daily” determining which of the thousands of Medicare billing codes to use and entering 


them into computers. 


out of trouble, doctors need coders, 
claims filers, compliance monitors, 
risk managers, accountants, and law- 
yers, which only a large healthcare 
organization can afford, working 
with them to ensure risk-free compli- 
ance to the myriad ... regulations that 
now govern the practice of medicine. 


This outcome favors both the big health- 
care conglomerates, who are gradually 
absorbing their smaller competitors, and 
the government, which will find it much 
easier to control both physicians and pa- 
tients when they are forced into these con- 
glomerates. 

Patients on Medicare therefore face a 
dwindling supply of physicians, especially 
independent ones, and increasing restric- 
tions on the treatments that are covered. 
Non-Medicare patients will suffer simi- 
larly as private-practice doctors are swal- 
lowed up into conglomerates and insur- 
ance companies, which generally follow 
the government’s lead and restrict their 
coverage. And everyone is feeling the 
pinch of the high healthcare costs to which 
Medicare has contributed: Inflation-ad- 
justed medical spending, Miller pointed 
out, has increased “nearly nine-fold” in 
the Medicare/Medicaid era. 


Medicare, OhamaCare, 

and Denial of Care 

What, then, does the future hold for Medi- 
care? One thing is certain: The system that 
has been in place since 1965 will undergo 
radical change. 

ObamaCare is already seeing to that. In 
an effort to make the ACA’s cost appear 
lower, lawmakers included various pro- 
visions designed to reduce future Medi- 
care spending increases. Some, like cuts 
to Medicare Advantage, have been post- 
poned because of their expected negative 
effects on seniors; but other, far more per- 
nicious provisions remain in force. 

One of the central components of the 
ACA is the Accountable Care Organiza- 
tion (ACO), a group of doctors and hos- 
pitals that agrees to be responsible for the 
care of 5,000 or more Medicare patients 
and reaps rewards (or pays penalties) to 
the degree that their results meet with 
the approval of Washington, namely by 
spending less on Medicare patients than 
in past years. Ultimately, the govern- 
ment would like to have every Medicare 
patient enrolled — by default, not by 
choice — in an ACO. “Like the Health 
Maintenance Organization (HMO) in the 
1990s,” wrote Miller, “the ACO is the lat- 
est iteration of government-run managed 
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Leaving the country: Many rural hospitals are closing in part because of ObamaCare’s changes 


to Medicare, including reduced reimbursement rates and severe penalties for readmitting recently 


discharged patients. 


care.” It is likely to have similar results: 
further consolidation of the healthcare 
sector and fewer choices for patients with 
no real savings of which to speak. Hog- 
berg’s analysis of the largest ACO project 
to date found that if all Medicare benefi- 
ciaries were in ACOs that achieved the 
same rate of savings as that project, the 
Medicare budget would only be reduced 
by about one percent. 

Even more dangerous than ACOs is an- 
other ObamaCare creation, the Indepen- 
dent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB). 
IPAB, a 15-member panel of Senate-con- 
firmed presidential appointees, is tasked 
with recommending Medicare cuts in any 
year that the program’s spending is pro- 
jected to exceed a certain threshold. These 
cuts will automatically take effect unless 
Congress, during a limited timeframe, 
overrides them by a two-thirds vote while 
proposing equivalent cuts of its own. In 
other words, absent unlikely congressional 
action, an unelected commission has the 
power to determine what Medicare will 
cover and what it won’t, meaning that de- 
nial of care in the name of cost savings is 
likely to result. Not for nothing has IPAB 


To others, taking power away from elected 
officials is precisely the point. In a 2014 
New Republic article, Peter Orszag, Presi- 
dent Barack Obama’s first Office of Man- 
agement and Budget director, declared, 
“To solve the serious problems facing our 
country, we need to minimize the harm 
from legislative inertia by relying more on 
automatic policies and depoliticized com- 
missions for certain policy decisions. In 
other words, radical as it sounds, we need 
to counter the gridlock of our political in- 
stitutions by making them a bit less demo- 
cratic.” IPAB, Orszag said, is “perhaps the 
most dramatic example of this idea.” 

If senators and representatives don’t 
want to have to deal with the headaches 
IPAB is sure to create for them, they’d bet- 
ter start making plans now to get rid of 
it. Under the terms of the ACA, Congress 
can only repeal IPAB by (1) introducing a 
resolution, the text of which is specified 
in the ACA, between January 1, 2017, and 
February 1, 2017; 
(2) passing it by a 
three-fifths vote by 
August 15, 2017; 
and (3) getting the 


save money. Another way is to encourage 
them to cut their own lives short. Accord- 
ing to the New York Times, the Obama 
administration has proposed that Medi- 
care “reimburse doctors for conversations 
with patients about whether and how they 
would want to be kept alive if they be- 
came too sick to speak for themselves.” 
In fact, the administration is so big on this 
idea that, under the current proposal, there 
is no limit on the number of such conver- 
sations that will be reimbursed. What’s 
more, “because Medicare often sets the 
standard for private insurers as well, the 
new policy would prompt many more 
doctors to engage patients in such discus- 
sions about their preferences.” 

There is no question that Medicare 
costs need to be reined in. Today the pro- 
gram covers 55 million people at a price 
tag of $606 billion, two figures that are 
rising rapidly as 10,000 Baby Boomers 
turn 65 each day. Medicare is expected to 
become insolvent in 2030, and it has un- 
funded liabilities as high as $35 trillion. 
The program plainly cannot continue in 
its current form. But rationing and eutha- 
nasia — the endgame of every system 
of socialized medicine — are surely the 
least compassionate ways to bring costs 
under control. 

“The government road ends with the 
Sovietization of American medicine,” de- 
clared Miller. “Redistribution of wealth 
will be coupled with redistribution of life 
years.” 

The solution, therefore, is to head in 
the opposite direction. It would be neither 
compassionate nor politically practicable 
to simply cut off Medicare overnight, 
but the program — along with Medicaid, 
ObamaCare, and countless other govern- 
ment interventions into the medical mar- 
ketplace — needs to be wound down as 
quickly as possible. The best prescription 
for a thriving, high-quality, and afford- 
able healthcare system is the separation of 
medicine and state. Hi 
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president to sign it. 

Killing off pa- 
tients by denying 
care is one way to 


been referred to as a “death panel.” 

Some observers think Congress, ever 
mindful of the senior vote, will prevent 
most IPAB cuts from ever taking place. 
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Seeking 


Foreign Women Give Birth in America 


Foreign women crossing America’s borders to give birth — to gain U.S. citizenship for the 
children — is now so common it is a big business. But such citizenship is unconstitutional. 


~ 
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He wants his: An immigrant father and child attend a hearing conducted by Arizona lawmakers in 
Phoenix on a state bill that would challenge the federal policy granting birthright citizenship. 


by Warren Mass 


everal years ago, a Chinese woman 

named Liu Li made the decision 

to travel to the United States to 
have her baby. Her decision was based 
on the expectation that her child would 
automatically become a U.S. citizen upon 
birth — a privilege that would open many 
doors and create both economic and po- 
litical opportunities during the course 
of her offspring’s lifetime. Unlike many 
impoverished Latin American women, 
who cross the southern U.S. border to 
give birth with the goal of using their 
baby’s U.S. citizenship to acquire per- 
manent legal residency for themselves 
— the “anchor baby” phenomenon — 
Liu did not necessarily seek to emigrate 
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to America, herself. However, that option 
remained should conditions in her com- 
munist-ruled state deteriorate someday. 
Liu made arrangements for her “mater- 
nity tour” through an agent in China, who 
coached her on the best strategy for avoid- 
ing legal complications. She would hide 
her pregnancy by wearing loose clothing 
and travel on a tourist visa, memorizing a 
typical tourist itinerary to sound convinc- 
ing if she were to be questioned about 
the purpose of her visit. Liu purchased a 
complete package that included airfare, 
fees for labor, pre- and post-delivery care, 
and her stay at a birthing center catering to 
such maternity tourists in California. The 
cost of such a package — which can run 
more than $20,000 — puts it beyond the 
reach of the poor, but Liu was evidently 


part of a small but notable segment of af- 
fluent Chinese who could afford the luxu- 
ry of “maternity tourism.” 

(Liu’s name is a pseudonym created by 
writer Zhang Yan in the Chinese-language 
Economic Observer, where the story origi- 
nally appeared.) 

The practice of maternity tourism has 
become so popular, especially in South- 
ern California, that numerous articles have 
been written about it during the past year. 
An article in the Los Angeles Times for 
August 26 observed: 


Pregnant women travel to the United 
States, usually on tourist visas, so 
that their children will be born U.S. 
citizens. In Southern California, they 
often live with other pregnant women 
in suburban homes. 

Maternity tourism is particularly 
popular with wealthy women from 
China. 


Articles about several “maternity hotels” 
being shut down by local authorities in 
Southern California have appeared during 
recent years, but most such closures have 
been done because of violation of local 
housing codes, not because of federal im- 
migration law. Such a report in the Los 
Angeles Times for January 3, 2013 noted, 
“The California Department of Public 
Health also is investigating a case that may 
involve maternity hotels.” 

However, continued the article, “Fed- 
eral immigration authorities say no law 
prevents pregnant women from entering 
the country.” 

Just days after that article appeared, 
ABC News in Los Angeles reported 
about the closing of a “maternity hotel 
mansion” by city authorities in suburban 
Chino Hills. However, the closure was 
based on a violation of city codes and the 
failure of the owners to secure necessary 
permits, rather than for any violation of 
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immigration law. The report noted that at 
one point, there were reportedly as many 
as 30 women staying at the facility. 

A report about the hotel in Southern 
California’s Press Enterprise for Janu- 
ary 4, 2013 cited a statement from Chino 
Hills city officials, who pointed to the 
website asiamchild.com, which previ- 
ously had photos of the home, which 
it advertised as a maternity home, and 
which touted the benefits of U.S. birth, 
including free public schools, the right 
to vote, medical care, and low-interest 
student loans. Being born in the United 
States automatically grants citizenship to 
the child, the website stated. 

One of the earliest articles we have 
been able to find about the practice of 
“maternity tourism” — “Citizenship for 
sale?” — did not even use that term, since 
when it appeared in the Arizona Daily 
Star on June 21, 2009, the expression 
had not yet come into common use. The 
article told of Tucson Medical Center’s 
(TMC) “birth package,” where expectant 
mothers could come to give birth in the 
United States, thus securing U.S. citizen- 
ship for their child. TMC’s maternity 
package cost $2,300 for a vaginal birth 
with a two-day stay and $4,600 for a Cae- 
sarean section, so the service was defi- 
nitely not geared for poor women. 

“What it really amounts to,” the Star 
quoted Mark Krikorian, executive direc- 
tor of the Center for Immigration Studies, 
“is buying U.S. citizenship.” 

Juan Manuel Calderon Jaimes, Mexi- 
co’s consul in Tucson, told the Star: “This 
is not anew phenomena [sic]. Many fami- 
lies of means in Sonora send their wives 
here to give birth because they have the 
resources to pay for the services.” 

Mothers from Mexico, and more com- 
monly China, who have the resources to 
pay for expensive “birth packages” in 
the United States do not do so to escape 
poverty, and usually not to secure legal 
residency for themselves, but to make an 
investment in their children’s future — 
which seems more promising with all 
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of the advantages that come with U.S. 
citizenship. 

The affluent Mexican women taking 
advantage of TMC’s “birth package” to 
obtain U.S. citizenship for their offspring 
(“birthright citizenship”) have more in 
common with the Chinese woman we de- 
scribed earlier than they do with the over- 
whelmingly poor migrants from south 
of the border. A more common objective 
among impoverished Mexican women 
coming to the United States is economic 
opportunity, and giving birth to “anchor 
babies” who might help their case when 
applying for amnesty from deportation. 
The practice was encouraged by the 
Obama administration’s Deferred Action 
for Parents of Americans and Lawful Per- 
manent Residents (DAPA) program imple- 
mented though Homeland Security (DHS) 
Secretary Jeh Johnson’s memorandum last 
November, under which U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (USCIS) was to 
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exercise “prosecutorial discretion” when 
deciding whether to deport illegal aliens 
who had a son or daughter who is a U.S. 
citizen. However, such amnesty was put 
on hold on February 16 when U.S. Dis- 
trict Judge Andrew S. Hanen of the U.S. 
District Court for the Southern District of 
Texas in Brownsville issued an injunction 
blocking such grants of amnesty. 


No Real Controversy in Constitution 
The reason prompting foreign expect- 
ant mothers to have babies in the United 
States is our government’s current inter- 
pretation of Section | of the 14th Amend- 
ment to the U.S. Constitution, which be- 
gins: “All persons born or naturalized 
in the United States, and subject to the 
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the 
United States and of the State wherein 
they reside.” 

The prevailing interpretation of this 
amendment is that any baby born in the 
United States, even to a mother who is 
here illegally, is a U.S. citizen. However, 
many constitutional experts disagree. 
John Eastman, a law professor, former 
dean at Chapman University’s Fowler 
School of Law, and the founding direc- 
tor of the Claremont Institute’s Center for 


One of few raids: Federal agents raid a birth tourism business in an apartment complex in Irvine, 


California, in March 2015, where operators charge 
and transportation. 


d pregnant women $50,000 for lodging, food, 
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Political posturing: Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump (left) called for an end to 
birthright citizenship. Jeb Bush (right) called the practice a “noble concept,” but was critical of 


“maternity tourism” by Asian women. 


Constitutional Jurisprudence, wrote an 
opinion piece run in the New York Times 
for August 24 headlined, “Birthright Citi- 
zenship Is Not Actually in the Constitu- 
tion.” Like most experts who question the 
constitutional justification for birthright 
citizenship, Eastman notes that the 14th 
Amendment states two requirements for 
citizenship — that an individual is born 
on U.S. soil; and that an individual 1s sub- 
ject to the jurisdiction of the United States 
when born. 

Eastman referred back to someone who 
should have known the correct interpreta- 
tion of this clause, Senator Jacob Howard, 
who introduced the language of the citi- 
zenship clause on the floor of the Senate 
and contended that it should be interpreted 
in the same way as the requirement of the 
1866 Civil Rights Act, which afforded citi- 
zenship to “all persons born in the Unit- 
ed States and not subject to any foreign 
power.” 

The Congressional Globe (a prede- 
cessor to the Congressional Record) for 
the Senate, 39th Congress, 1st Session, 
on May 30, 1865 recorded the debate 
concerning amendments to the proposed 
(14th) amendment, initiated by Howard: 
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The President pro tempore. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment proposed 
by the Senator from Michigan [Mr. 
Howard]. 

Mr. Howard. The first amendment 
is to section one, declaring that “all 
persons born in the United States, and 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 
citizens of the United States and of 
the States wherein they reside.” 

I do not propose to say anything 
on that subject except that the ques- 
tion of citizenship has been so fully 
discussed in this body as not to need 
any further elucidation, in my opin- 
ion. This amendment which I have 
offered is simply declaratory of what 
I regard as the law of the land al- 
ready, that every person born within 
the limits of the United States, and 
subject to their jurisdiction, is by vir- 
tue of natural law and national law a 
citizen of the United States. 

This will not, of course, include 
persons born in the United States 
who are foreigners, aliens, who be- 
long to the families of ambassadors 
or foreign ministers accredited to the 
Government of the United States, but 


will include every other class of per- 
sons. It settles the great question of 
citizenship and removes all doubt as 
to what persons are or are not citi- 
zens of the United States. [Emphasis 
added. ] 


The text of the final amendment included 
the additional phrase, “or naturalized,” 
but was ratified with the language, “and 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof,” which 
limited its grant of citizenship as Howard 
had explained. 

Continuing along in the debate record- 
ed in the Congressional Globe, we read 
a statement expressed by Senator James 
Doolittle of Wisconsin, who expressed 
concern as to how the amendment would 
affect the citizenship status of American 
Indians: “I presume the honorable Sena- 
tor from Michigan does not intend by this 
amendment to include the Indians.” 

Howard responded, in part: 


Indians born within the limits of the 
United States, and who maintain their 
tribal relations, are not, in the sense 
of this amendment, born subject to 
the jurisdiction of the United States. 
They are regarded, and always have 
been in legislation and jurisprudence, 
as being quasi foreign nations. 


As Steve Byas noted in his article for THE 
NEw AMERICAN posted online on August 
22, “Trump Gives New Life to Bill on 
Birthright Citizenship”: 


While some American Indians did 
become American citizens before 
the 20th century, it was not until 
1924 that Congress passed the Sny- 
der Act, which granted citizenship 
to all remaining non-citizen Indians. 
It strains credulity to believe that 
American Indians, whose ancestors 
had lived within the borders of the 
United States for centuries before 
the first English settlements and the 
founding of the American Republic, 
were not considered natural born 
citizens under the terms of the 14th 
Amendment, but children of illegal 
aliens are considered natural born 
citizens! 

If the Indians were considered part 
of “quasi-foreign nations,” and thus 
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not included in the wording of the 
14th Amendment, it is reasonable to 
conclude that the children of illegal 
aliens are likewise excluded. 


Since an illegal alien who is a citizen of 
another nation is subject to that “foreign 
power,” then their offspring, whether 
born abroad or in the United States, 
are also citizens of, and subject to, that 
power. The children of foreign diplo- 
mats stationed in the United States be- 
come citizens of their parents’ nation, and 
children born to U.S. military personnel 
stationed overseas automatically become 
US. citizens (though some foreign coun- 
tries also afford them dual citizenship and 
the chance to decide their preferred citi- 
zenship upon achieving adulthood). As 
Eastman concluded his article: 


The misunderstood policy of birth- 
right citizenship provides a powerful 
magnet for people to violate our im- 
migration laws and undermines the 
plenary power over naturalization 
that the Constitution explicitly gives 
to Congress. It is long past time to 
clarify that the 14th Amendment does 
not grant U.S. citizenship to the chil- 
dren of anyone just because they can 
manage to give birth on U.S. soil. 
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While that may be just one man’s opinion, 
given Eastman’s impressive credentials, it 
is nevertheless a very credible opinion. 


Anchor Babies Abound 
Articles about “anchor babies” — children 
born in the United States to mothers who 
entered the country illegally — have ap- 
peared with increasing frequency in recent 
years, as the estimated number of illegal 
immigrants present in the United States 
has hovered between 11 and 12 million 
people. The term, which was regarded by 
few people as disparaging until fairly re- 
cently, was relabeled as “offensive” by the 
American Heritage Dictionary in its 2012 
edition following a complaint from the 
Immigration Policy Center. Presidential 
candidate Jeb Bush took some flak from 
the Hillary Clinton campaign for using 
the term on August 24. The Clinton cam- 
paign released a video juxtaposing clips 
of Bush and candidate Donald Trump say- 
ing “anchor babies” as a way to assert that 
there was little difference between the two 
candidates on immigration. Bush quickly 
countered, “This is ludicrous for the Clin- 
ton campaign and others to suggest that 
somehow I’m using [anchor babies as] a 
derogatory term.” 

Bush, perhaps out of fear that the issue 
might harm him among Hispanic voters, 


IMMIGRATION 


stated at an August 24 press conference 
that when he used the term he meant to 
apply it mostly to Asians. He at once de- 
fended birthright citizenship, generally, 
while emphasizing his opposition to the 
“maternity tourism” by Asian women that 
we have noted previously. He told attend- 
ees at a press event in McAllen, Texas: 


What I was talking about was the 
specific case of fraud being com- 
mitted where there is organized ef- 
forts — and frankly it’s more related 
to Asian people — coming into our 
country, having children in that or- 
ganized effort, taking advantage of 
a noble concept, which is birthright 
citizenship. [Emphasis added.] 


This represents a certain selectivity on 
Bush’s part, since he on the one hand 
states that birthright citizenship is a 
“noble concept” when it applies to the 
children of Hispanic mothers who cross 
our border illegally, but worthy of con- 
demnation when practiced by Asian 
women who have entered our country 
legally on tourist visas. Perhaps that is 
because, as of July 1, 2013, the Census 
Bureau counts 54 million Hispanic Amer- 
icans. The 2010 Census figures listed 
only 17.3 million Asian Americans. It is 


Suspect sincerity: Senator Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) one of the “Gang of Eight” senators who drafted an immigration bill that included amnesty for 
illegal aliens, is “open to exploring ways” to prevent birthright citizenship. 
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not difficult to see which constituency’s 
good will an ambitious politician would 
value more. 

Despite the Clinton campaign’s as- 
sertions, there are definite differences 
between Bush and Trump on the matter 
of birthright citizenship, as Trump’s cam- 
paign platform specifically calls for end- 
ing the privilege. But where do the other 
candidates stand on the issue? 

Senator Rand Paul (R-Ky.) has not 
only spoken out against birthright citizen- 
ship, but has joined with Senator David 
Vitter (R-La.) in calling for a constitu- 
tional amendment specifically excluding 
the children of illegal immigrants from 
citizenship, thus serving to settle any dis- 
agreement about how the 14th Amend- 
ment should be interpreted on this matter. 

Senator Ted Cruz (R-Texas) also op- 
poses birthright citizenship. During a 
radio interview with Michael Medved on 
August 19, when Medved asked him if he 
would support changing the 14th Amend- 
ment if necessary to end birthright citizen- 
ship, Cruz replied: “Absolutely. I think it 
is possible, but any constitutional amend- 
ment by its nature is difficult to achieve.” 

Former Senator Rick Santorum wrote 
back in May: “Other enticements to ille- 
gal immigration, such as birthright citizen- 
ship, should be ended. Only children born 
on American soil where at least one parent 
is a citizen or resident alien is automati- 
cally a U.S. citizen.” 

Retired neurosurgeon Ben Carson re- 
cently stated: “The 14th Amendment has 
been brought up recently about anchor ba- 
bies, and it doesn’t make any sense to me, 
that people can come in here and have a 
baby and that baby becomes an American 
citizen and allows them to come in.” 

Senator Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) said 
in 2010: “Birthright citizenship I think is a 
mistake. We should change our Constitu- 
tion and say if you come here illegally and 
you have a child, that child’s automatically 
not a citizen.” 

NBC News reported receiving a tweet 
from Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal: 
“We need to end birthright citizenship for 
illegal immigrants.” 

New Jersey Governor Chris Christie 
was somewhat evasive on the subject in an 
interview with Laura Ingraham, suggest- 
ing that he is against it, but not as firmly 
as some others: “TI think all this stuff needs 
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Senator Jacob Howard, 
who introduced the 
14th Amendment’s 
citizenship clause, said 
its grant of citizenship 
would not include 
persons born in the 
United States who are 
foreigners or aliens. 


to be reexamined in light of the current cir- 
cumstances. [Birthright citizenship] may 
have made sense at some point in our his- 
tory, but right now, we need to re-look at 
all that.” 

Senator Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) — one 
of the “Gang of Eight” who authored the 
Immigration Reform bill in 2013 that in- 
cluded amnesty for illegal aliens — said 
recently: “I’m not in favor repealing the 
14th Amendment, but I am open to explor- 
ing ways of not allowing people who are 
coming here deliberately for that purpose 
to acquire citizenship.” 

Former New York Republican Gover- 
nor George Pataki said on MSNBC on 
August 18: “I don’t support amending the 
Constitution to kick out kids who were 
born here.” 

Former Hewlett-Packard CEO Carly 
Fiorina told NBC News journalist Kelly 
O’Donnell recently: “It would take pass- 
ing a constitutional amendment to get that 
changed. It’s part of our 14th Amendment. 
So honestly, I think we should put all of 
our energies, all of our political will into 
finally getting the border secured and fix- 
ing the legal immigration.” 

Ohio Governor John Kasich said back 
in 2010 that he supported amending the 
Constitution to end birthright citizenship. 


But in more recent interviews, reported 
NBC News, he said he has switched his 
position. 

Former Virginia Governor Jim Gilmore 
took issue with Donald Trump’s stand 
against birthright citizenship, telling MS- 
NBC’s Lawrence O’Donnell recently: “I 
think [Trump’s] been out in the sun at 
the Iowa State Fair too long. There is no 
lawyer anywhere in America that misun- 
derstands the 14th Amendment. If you 
are born in the United States, you are a 
natural-born citizen.” 

Former Democrat Maryland Governor 
Martin O’ Malley, Senator Bernie Sand- 
ers (I-Vt.), and former Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton all support birthright citi- 
zenship. 

As we can see, some candidates who 
oppose birthright citizenship, as well as 
those who support it, regard the privi- 
lege as a right already granted under the 
14th Amendment. However, that concept 
should not be accepted without chal- 
lenge since, going back to the language 
of one of the amendment’s authors, Sena- 
tor Jacob Howard, it is apparent that it 
was never the intent of those drafting the 
amendment to bestow citizenship on the 
children of those who were already citi- 
zens of a foreign nation. Hl 
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MINIMUM WAGE 
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SEATTLE’S COMING 
$15 MINIMUM WAGE 


What can be wrong with mandating that workers get paid more money? Interviews with 
small business owners in Seattle, where the minimum wage is rising, give an idea. 


by Clinton Alexander 


Salvatore runs The Recycling Depot, 
a recycling business employing about 
20 people. Not far away, Bobby Denovski 
is eking out a living at Padrino’s Pizza and 
Pasta with a handful of employees, and 
Remo Borracchini is busy running an Ital- 
ian Bakery. The story is the same across 
Washington State and across the nation: 
Businesses are fighting every day to ser- 
vice customers, treat employees well, and 
simply stay open. 
Unfortunately in the city of Seattle, it is 
about to get much more difficult for busi- 
ness owners to continue the fight. Pushed 


I n the city of Seattle, Washington, Joe 


Clinton Alexander lives and works in the Seattle area 
and has nearly two decades of experience managing 
small family businesses. His primary customer base 
is other small businesses. 
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forward primarily by socialist city council- 
woman Kshama Sawant, the first phase of 
anew minimum wage law went into effect 
on April 1, 2015, and the law will eventu- 
ally bring all businesses to a $15 minimum 
wage, more than double the current federal 
minimum wage of $7.25 an hour. 

The law is a graduated system with dif- 
ferent pay scales and timelines for busi- 
nesses above and below 500 employees. 
For businesses with 501 employees or 
more, the April 1, 2015 minimum wage 
was set at $11 an hour. For the next two 
years, on January | of each year, the wage 
increases, rising from the current $11 
per hour to $13, reaching $15 an hour on 
January 1, 2018. For companies paying at 
least $1.50 per hour toward a silver level 
medical benefits plan, the minimum wage 
goes to $12.50 on January 1 of 2016, then 
$13.50 in 2017, and finally $15 an hour 
in January of 2018. As stated on Seattle’s 


website seattle.gov, “Once Seattle’s mini- 
mum wage reaches $15.00/hour, pay- 
ments toward medical benefits no longer 
impact employees’ minimum wage.” 

On April 1, 2015, small-business wages 
were set at $11 an hour as well. For com- 
panies at or below the 500-employee mark, 
the $15 minimum wage is set to be phased 
in over the course of the next decade. Again, 
counting medical benefits and other factors 
such as tips, the total compensation varies. 
By the year 2021, the minimum wage will 
be $15 with tips and health insurance fac- 
tored in, and in 2025, small businesses must 
meet the $15 minimum wage without credit 
for tips or insurance. 

President Obama has repeatedly urged 
Congress to raise the federal minimum 
wage from $7.25 an hour to $10.10 an 
hour. For this reason it would behoove 
those across the nation to pay special at- 
tention to the city of Seattle. Seattle is 
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McLaughlin lays out three ways in which the new 
Seattle minimum wage law will play out as it’s 
implemented: a loss to the business owner (absorb 
the cost), a cost to the general public (raise prices), or 
a reduction in expenses (possible job loss). 


tucked away in the northwestern corner of 
the nation; however, as the city squeezes 
its businesses for more and more money, it 
may become ground zero for the minimum 
wage fight. 


Reasons for the Law 

Since being first enacted in 1928, the idea 
of a “minimum wage” has been sold as 
a law that will benefit the poorest sec- 
tors of our society. According to Cornell 
Law School, “The minimum wage was 
designed to create a minimum standard of 
living to protect the health and well-being 
of employees.” Likewise, from the city 
of Seattle’s own website we find, “City- 
wide minimum wage laws offer local 
governments a powerful tool for help- 
ing low-income workers and families in 
their communities. Such measures also 
have significant impact on businesses 
and how they operate.” Minimum wage 
advocates have held that it is possible to 
set a minimum pay scale and have no ill 
effect on jobs. 

Operating under the assumption that 
simply raising the minimum wage will 
guarantee said wage, the people pushing 
for the $15 minimum wage claim that it 
has the power to lift the poor to that “new 
standard of living.” Is this true? Will it in- 
deed lift the needy in our communities to 
another level, or is it a false assumption, 
one that will cause irreparable damage to 
business and industry? 


Asking the Businesses 

Several business owners in Seattle were 
kind enough to give their own opinions 
of Seattle’s minimum wage law and ex- 
plain how it will have a negative impact 
not only on their businesses, but on those 
people it was designed to help. 

Walter McLaughlin has been in Small 
Business Administration (SBA) lending 
for 27 years. He won the Washington 
State Financial Services Champion award 
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in 2005. Concerning the minimum wage 
law in Seattle, McLaughlin said in an e- 
mail statement: 


In economics, there is a principal 
called “zero sum gain” in which an 
increase is offset by a loss of equal 
amount. When a small business (and 
per the SBA’s size standards, over 
99% of U.S. companies qualify as 
small) sees its operating costs in- 
crease, it has three options: 1) ab- 
sorb the cost, 2) raise prices or 3) 
lower expenses. Since businesses 
don’t operate with the intention of 
losing money, the irony of a dras- 
tic increase in the minimum wage 
is that in order for employers to 
adjust, the net effect may be higher 
inflation and unemployment, dispro- 
portionately hurting the very same 
group the $15 minimum wage was 
intended to help. 
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McLaughlin lays out three ways in which 
the new Seattle minimum wage law will 
play out as it’s implemented: a loss to the 
business owner (absorb the cost), a cost 
to the general public (raise prices), or a 
reduction in expenses (possible job loss). 


A Loss to the Business Owner 

For those people who have never run a 
business, the absorption of the additional 
cost may seem to be the easiest and most 
straightforward solution to the require- 
ment to pay employees more. But con- 
trary to what those who have never had 
the experience of sitting down with a 
company’s balance sheets might think, all 
business owners are not jet-setting CEOs 
with profits just flowing in. 

At The Recycling Depot, general man- 
ager Joe Salvatore stated, “What these 
people don’t take into consideration is 
that when you raise the wage, you're rais- 
ing the Labor and Industries Insurance 
cost because that amount is affected by 
the wages. I have already talked to several 
small businesses in the area and there’s not 
a single one who is making tons and tons 
of money where they’re just going to be 
able to absorb these costs.” 

In other words, while the absorption of 
minor costs may be a normal and constant 
part of running a business, the bottom line 
is a major factor. At Padrino’s Pizza and 
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Not taking it sitting down: Chuck Stempler, owner of an AlphaGraphics franchise in Seattle, is 
suing in federal court to overturn Seattle’s new higher minimum wage because he says he will be 


forced to cut jobs to afford the higher wages. 
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Torpedoed: David Jones, who owns two subway stores in Seattle, says he will have to raise 
prices four percent just to cover the first step in the yearly increases in the minimum wage there. 


Pasta, Bobby Denovski echoed Salvatore’s 
sentiment: “We aren’t a large company with 
huge profits. As a small business the cost 
of labor is one of the main factors. Fifteen 
dollars an hour, that’s a lot of money to ask 
from a small business.” When asked what 
effect he could foresee the escalating mini- 
mum wage law having on his business, De- 
novski commented, “It could put us all out 
looking for jobs. We have a couple more 
years paying on the loan for our restaurant. 
If we end up paying this $15 an hour, we 
are honestly in danger of losing it.” 

Likewise, The Recycling Depot, as a 
metals recycling business, is subject to 
sometimes-dramatic market fluctuations. 
Metal values can skyrocket, allowing 
ample room to treat employees well, and 
values can plummet, leaving the business 
struggling to survive. Said Salvatore of the 
times when the market is up, “We do take 
care of our employees during those times. 
We give bonuses and things like that. 
However what about the lean times? This 
is going to have a dramatic effect on us 
during the lean times. You can’t just start 
taking the pay away.” 


A Cost to the General Public 
If costs cannot be simply absorbed by 
the company, another option is to raise 
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the price of the product. Bobby Denovski 
stated, “The only thing I can do is to raise 
the prices. I worry that the demand for 
pizza in the community will not support 
the prices we will have to go to when 
the wages go up.” How much is a pizza 
worth to those in his community? How 
about a gallon of milk? Those claiming 
the minimum wage will have no ill ef- 
fect on the community should be asking 
themselves these questions, because at 
some point most small business owners 
such as Denovski must find a way to re- 
coup these costs. 

Referring again to fluctuating values 
in the metals market, Salvatore stated, 
“‘We’re very dependent on the global pric- 
es of metals. When the metal values drop, 
we’re making less money and our margins 
shrink. During times like this there are a 
lot of businesses just trying to stay afloat.” 
And so he is forced to try to pass on the 
costs in another manner. 

As a metals recycling business, The 
Recycling Depot purchases metals from 
other businesses and from the general pub- 
lic, then sells those metals based on cur- 
rent market prices. Because Salvatore has 
no control over the sale price (dictated by 
global supply and demand), the only thing 
he can do is to drop the prices he is pay- 


ing the public for those metals, illustrating 
the second point (a cost to the public) in 
another light. 


Lower Expenses 

Absent the ability to absorb the higher 
wages or pass on the costs to someone 
else, a third way to compensate is to lower 
expenses. On the surface this sounds 
harmless enough. However, it often means 
the disappearance of jobs. 

At Borracchini’s Bakery in Seattle, a 
business that has been open for 94 years, 
Remo Borracchini has a long history of 
hiring youth. “I myself have probably 
hired 1,500 young people over the years. 
I have had people come here as teenag- 
ers and stay here as much as 25 years, 
so they came and learned a trade,” said 
Borracchini. 

He has brought in high-school students 
who have never worked a job and started 
them washing pots and pans, stocking 
shelves, and mopping floors. While the 
wages many of these new hires make is 
not a large sum, Borracchini sees a big- 
ger picture: 


It’s not that we’re just looking for 
cheap labor. It’s the understand- 
ing that you’re doing something for 
these young people other than send- 
ing them out to wander aimlessly 
through the neighborhoods. You see, 
I do believe we have a responsibility 
to our young people. There used to 
be internships throughout industry. 
Now that has changed. They used 
to go into places like print shops, or 
bakeries and come to begin learning 
a trade; that was their reimburse- 
ment, they were learning something 
that would benefit them throughout 
their life. Now they’ve passed a law 
saying they have to be paid a wage. 
So what happens? If you’re going to 
have to pay someone who doesn’t 
know anything, you might as well 
pay someone who already knows 
something. 


Continued Borracchini, 
Businesses like McDonald’s, they 
built their empire not on a philoso- 


phy of it being a high paying job, but 
to take kids who have never worked 
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When asked what effect he could foresee the 
escalating minimum wage law having on his 
business, Denovski commented, “It Could put us all 


out looking for jobs.” 


before, teach them a little bit about 
work ethic and how to perform, and 
they move on to better opportunities 
when they have shown they have a 
bit of ability. You’ll begin to see the 
order screens in every type of Mc- 
Donald’s scenario. Look at the jobs 
they’re eliminating right there. Kids 
who would be learning to show up 
for work on time, learning how to in- 
teract with the public, how to have a 
bit of work ethic. 


Salvatore echoed Borracchini, stating that 
in order to recoup labor costs, jobs would 
almost certainly be cut, “at least cutting 
hours back if not completely doing away 
with jobs. The well is not bottomless.” 

At Padrino’s, a clearly concerned De- 
novski stated, “Right now it’s [the mini- 
mum wage] at $11 an hour and it is al- 
ready difficult for me and my partner to 
keep the bills paid and the employees 


paid. They’re going to be raising that ex- 
pense up to $15, but none of our other 
costs will be going down. I honestly don’t 
know what we’re going to do.” 

Salvatore then commented on a worst- 
case scenario, “Eventually we have to 
tighten the ropes, and then what happens 
when there’s nothing left in the reserve?” 
Indeed, what does happen? What hap- 
pens to the low-skill workers looking for 
a job? Where will the teenager or young 
adult go for training when McDonald’s 
has automated order screens? As Borrac- 
chini said, “It is the internship and low- 
skill jobs which will be cut. We will have 
sent them back out onto the street.” 


Help or Harm? 

Seattle businesses obviously view the 
new minimum wage law with quite a bit 
of trepidation. It is easy to see why. These 
companies will have to find a way to re- 
cuperate the costs one way or another. No 


Why not go for broke? Those against Seattle’s new minimum wage, which is rising to $15 an 
hour, say it will result in lost opportunities for the uneducated poor. To make their point, they 
chide the other side, asking why they didn’t raise the minimum wage to $50 or $100 an hour. 
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AP Images 


matter how it ends up happening, it will be 
a detriment to the community and the city. 

In “The Tax & Budget Bulletin” by 
The Cato Institute dated March 2014, 
Joseph J. Sabia, associate professor of 
economics at San Diego State University, 
explains how a minimum wage affects the 
poor’s standard of living and employment 
opportunities: 


The bulletin concludes that mini- 
mum wage increases almost always 
fail to meet proponents’ policy ob- 
jectives and often hurt precisely the 
vulnerable populations that advo- 
cates wish to help. The weight of the 
science suggests that policymakers 
should abandon higher minimum 
wages as an antiquated anti-poverty 
tool. Minimum wages deter em- 
ployment and are poorly targeted to 
those in need. 


His words echo the business owners 
quoted here. Says Borracchini, “I can 
sympathize with someone who is trying 
to raise a family. Fifteen dollars is not a 
lot of money. It’s very difficult. How- 
ever, there is an element of society who 
through laws like this are being denied a 
great privilege. The opportunity to learn 
how to work.” 

The bottom line is that the minimum 
wage law was supposedly created to help 
the poor and needy in our society. How- 
ever, it is the low-skill and poor who will 
feel the effect first and foremost, and who 
will find it much more difficult to acquire 
the job skills needed to raise the value of 
their labor to or above the minimum wage. 

As voices cry ever louder for an in- 
creased federal minimum wage, the sto- 
ries of small businesses across the nation 
need to be brought into the spotlight 
— businesses reaching out to unskilled 
youth willing to put in time training. 
Companies managing a tight bottom line 
can’t handle the extra expense of yet an- 
other increase in wages. 

The heart of our nation does not lie 
within the halls of Congress but rather in 
the bakeries, pizza shops, recycling cen- 
ters, and myriad other small businesses. 
It is not in the backroom deals between 
politicians where the effects of these laws 
will be felt, but rather in the checking ac- 
counts of struggling businesses. 
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Regulating Your e-Freedom. 

The FCC, despite being told by c courtsit can nt 
regulate the Internet, is going ahead with 
‘Net Neutrality” rules — rules that stifle 
innovation, customer choice, and Internet 
freedom, as well as precipitate a tax on the 
Internet. (June 8, 2015, 48pp) TNA150608 


of the deadly avian flu, millions of 

_ chickens have been killed to stop its 
spread, causing an egg shortage. And the 
shortage has been exacerbated by other 
government actions. (August 3, 2015, 
A8pp) TNA150803 


Christians Need Not Apply 
Homosexual advocates’ message to 
Christians is abundantly clear: “You can 
be a Christian, or you can be successful.” 
Using big government, including judges 
who ignore the law to gain an agenda, the 
activists are following through on their 
threat. (October 5, 2015, 48pp) TNA151005 


Medicare: Past, Present, and Future 

Many Americans are convinced that 
government-run healthcare is workable, 
pointing to Medicare as their example. But 
Medicare is a costly, inefficient behemoth 
that is reaching the limits of its viability. 
(November 09, 2015, 48pp) TNA151109 


Creating and Exploiting the Refugee Crisis 
The United States and its allies have been 
instigating and supporting wars throughout 
Muslim countries. Now the expectant exodus 
of mainly Muslim men from those countries 
into the West is being welcomed — likely to be 
used to provide further rationale to centralize 
power. (October 19, 2015, 48pp) TNA151019 
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BOOK REVIEW 


HOW MEDICARE HURTS 


Since American seniors make up a potent voting bloc, politicians have tried to make 
Medicare mainly work. But it may have been cobbled together as much as is possible. 


MEDICARE S VICTIMS: 


by Michael Tennant 


Medicare’s Victims: How the U.S. Gov- 
ernment’s Largest Health Care Program 
Harms Patients and Impairs Physicians, 
by David Hogberg, Washington, D.C.: 
The National Center for Public Policy 
Research, 2015, 336 pages, paperback. 


he average American is likely to 
scoff at the title of David Hog- 
berg’s new book, Medicare's Vic- 
tims: How the U.S. Government's Larg- 
est Health Care Program Harms Patients 
and Impairs Physicians. Mainstream 
media outlets generally portray this 50- 
year experiment in socialized medicine as 
an unqualified success. Indeed, Hogberg 
reminds us, “The notion that Medicare 
provides good care for all of its beneficia- 
ries has crystallized into an article of faith 
among many advocates of a government- 
run health care system who argue that we 
should open up Medicare to everyone.” 
Hogberg, a senior fellow for health- 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


care policy at the National Center for 
Public Policy Research, begs to differ: 
“Medicare can’t even ensure [low-cost, 
high-quality care] for the people who are 
currently eligible for the program. Ex- 
panding it to cover all Americans would 
only exacerbate its shortcomings for 
patients.” 

Medicare provides healthcare cover- 
age for senior citizens and the disabled, 
most of whom — seniors especially — 
obtain reasonably good care despite the 
program’s shortcomings. The rest aren’t 
so lucky. 

The disabled, in particular, suffer at 
the hands of the bureaucracy. First, they 
must wait two years after qualifying 
for Social Security Disability Insurance 
(SSDI) to become eligible for Medicare 
— a waiting period that, owing to bu- 
reaucratic delays, frequently stretches to 
29 months or longer. Second, once they 
finally qualify for Medicare, they are 
likely to encounter further difficulties in 
paying for their healthcare needs because 
of the program’s high co-payments; and 
unlike most seniors, few have — or can 
afford — supplemental coverage to make 
up the difference. Even those willing to 
put up with the high cost of care under 
Medicare are likely to be stymied by its 
“goofy rules,” as one disabled man put it 
in an interview with Hogberg. 

With low incomes, high medical ex- 
penses, and a lack of supplemental cov- 
erage, the disabled on Medicare likely 
have “widespread debt,” reasons Hog- 
berg. While he admits there has been no 
study of Medicare-induced debt among 
the disabled, he writes that “there is 
considerable evidence” that they can- 
not afford healthcare, and the interviews 
he conducted for the book bear out this 
contention. 

“If one of the purposes of a govern- 
ment health care program is protecting 
the sick and the poor,” Hogberg avers, 
“then Medicare’s treatment of the dis- 
abled fails in some substantial ways.” 


Hogberg offers a quite reasonable ex- 
planation for this. Seniors are a powerful 
and reliable voting bloc, so Congress is 
highly attuned to their concerns and does 
its best to ensure that Medicare treats the 
vast majority of them well. The disabled, 
on the other hand, are comparatively 
few in number, are not easily organized, 
have little money or stamina to contrib- 
ute to political causes, and are concerned 
with too many different policies to be 
effective. 

Medicare also harms patients by sub- 
jecting them variously to either under- 
treatment or overtreatment, Hogberg 
shows. 

Patients needing therapy, for example, 
are frequently denied coverage because 
the therapy isn’t making them better. 
Medicare will only pay for therapy that 
can be shown to improve a patient’s 
health; therapy that merely helps a pa- 
tient with a degenerative disease main- 
tain or slow the decline in his health isn’t 
covered. 

Medicare also “doesn’t pay providers 
to coordinate care,” notes Hogberg, even 
though doing so generally helps improve 
patient outcomes. The program refuses to 
cover skilled nursing care unless a patient 
has previously spent at least three days as 
a hospital inpatient, whether those three 
days are needed or not. And it won’t shell 
out the bucks for inpatient services (such 
as dialysis) at a hospital unless a patient 
is admitted, even if admission isn’t jus- 
tified because the needed service takes 
just a short time — a policy that proved 
deadly for at least one patient. 

Like most other government pro- 
grams, Medicare produces a great deal 
of waste. According to Hogberg, there 
are two reasons for this. First, since the 
patient isn’t spending his own money, 
he has no incentive to keep costs down. 
Second, because Medicare overpays for 
some treatments (while underpaying 
for others and thus causing shortages 
of them), doctors and hospitals are en- 
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couraged to provide those treatments 
more often than necessary, with some- 
times devastating results, as in the case 
of Selma Hartmann, an 88-year-old St. 
Louis woman who died as a result of a 
botched colonoscopy that, even if it had 
found cancer, was unlikely to matter 
much at her advanced age. 

The existence of this waste, mean- 
while, provided the Obama administra- 
tion with the cover it needed to make 
matters much worse for Medicare pa- 
tients. ObamaCare created “account- 
able care organizations” (ACOs) to re- 
ward physicians for cutting costs, and 
the law’s “aim,” according to Hogberg, 
“is to put most, if not all, of the benefi- 
ciaries into ACOs,” which thus far have 
not proven good at either cutting costs 
or improving care. In addition, Obama- 
Care’s Independent Payment Advisory 
Board (IPAB), Hogberg declares, “is 
little more than a recipe for disaster” 
because it “has the power to reduce the 
price of Medicare services to the point 
that physicians and hospitals will no lon- 
ger provide them.” In other words, IPAB 
will ration care. 

Medicare’s victims also include phy- 
sicians and, in turn, their patients. Doc- 
tors are increasingly refusing either to 
accept new Medicare patients or to take 
Medicare at all because they simply can’t 
afford to do so, partly because of the 
program’s low reimbursement rates and 
partly because of its huge administrative 
burden. In addition, the uncertainty of 
future reimbursement from the program 
— a matter only likely to worsen under 
a newly enacted formula for calculat- 
ing reimbursement — and an impending 
change in the Medicare billing codes are 
also driving doctors out of the program, 
forcing their patients either to pay them 
in cash or to find another doctor. 

Physician-owned specialty hospitals 
(PSHs) — “a major source of efficiency 
and innovation in the health care system,” 


David 
Hogberg 


in Hogberg’s opinion — have also fallen 
victim to Medicare (and ObamaCare). 
The “Big Hospital Lobby,” as Hogberg 
puts it, had for years sought to crush its 
smaller, more nimble competitors, but 
only succeeded with the passage of the 
Affordable Care Act, which “prevents 
any PSHs built after 2010 from treating 
Medicare patients” and erects “nearly in- 
surmountable regulatory hurdles” to the 
expansion of existing PSHs. Patients will 
now largely be stuck with the old, lum- 
bering, expensive, bureaucratic hospitals 
when they might well have preferred 
PSHs, and the big hospitals will be able 
to charge higher fees because of a lack of 
competition. 

Hogberg correctly diagnoses Medi- 
care’s problems: bureaucracy, political 
influence-peddling, wastefulness, and re- 
striction of physician and patient choices. 
Unfortunately, he overlooks the fact that 
the program is also an unconstitutional 
transfer of wealth from working Ameri- 
cans to seniors and the disabled. Thus, he 


While he admits there has been no study of Medicare- 
induced debt among the disabled, he writes that 
“there is considerable evidence” that they cannot 


afford healthcare. 
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concerns himself with how to reform the 
program rather than how to repeal it. 

Essentially, Hogberg wants Medicare 
to change from a system in which bureau- 
crats dole out money for treatments they 
deem necessary to one in which benefi- 
ciaries are given cash to spend on medi- 
cal care, with “medical care [defined] as 
broadly as possible, so that beneficiaries 
have a lot of leeway in finding treatments 
that work for them.” He would give each 
beneficiary two accounts, one for basic 
care and one for major medical expenses. 
Both accounts would be credited with 
cash amounts — taken, of course, from 
workers’ paychecks — annually, and a 
portion of any balance remaining in the 
accounts at the end of each year would 
be given to the beneficiary to do with as 
he pleases. Hogberg believes this plan 
will put Medicare patients in charge of 
their own healthcare, thereby improving 
the quality of care, reducing waste, and 
saving taxpayers money, and he is prob- 
ably right to some degree. But his pro- 
posal still leaves the federal government 
in charge of the program, and many of 
the problems plaguing traditional Medi- 
care would no doubt creep into the new 
Medicare over time as interest groups and 
politicians sought to bend the system to 
their own advantage. Moreover, “Hog- 
bergcare” would be just as unconstitu- 
tional as Medicare. 

Nevertheless, Medicare's Victims is 
a very worthwhile book. While it could 
have been dry and wonky, filled with sta- 
tistics and policy prescriptions, Hogberg 
wisely chose to make the victims, not the 
numbers, the centerpiece of his book. 
Their stories, told to Hogberg by the vic- 
tims and their families, are heartbreaking 
yet occasionally laced with humor. These 
are real people, suffering real indignities 
— and sometimes even death — at the 
hands of the coldhearted bureaucracy. 
(You may not want to read the book 
while you’re dining, though: Some of the 
stories are recounted in rather stomach- 
turning detail.) 

As Hogberg demonstrates, Medicare 
is far from the success story that the 
media and politicians would have us be- 
lieve it is, and it most certainly should 
not be extended to all Americans. Rath- 
er, it should be repealed before it claims 
any more victims. Hf 
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True Act of Kindness 


A Butler County, Ohio, police officer gave 
generously to a family very much in need 
of assistance, reported KTLA 5 News. 

Sheriff’s Deputy Brian Bussell, a 25- 
year police veteran, noticed a mother and 
two children sleeping on chairs in his po- 
lice department on September 20, but did 
not think much of it, assuming that they 
were simply waiting for visiting hours to 
begin at the jail. But when he noticed they 
were still there later that day, he asked if 
they needed some assistance. It was then 
that Tierra Gray shared her story, the one 
that prompted Officer Bussell to perform 
several acts of kindness. 

Gray explained that she and her children 
were evicted from their home and were 
awaiting news on whether they would re- 
ceive housing assistance, which could take 
days. Until then, they had nowhere to go. 

Officer Bussell, with the help of dis- 
patch supervisor Miranda Sheppard, tried 
to find room for the family at several local 
shelters with no success. “Most of the 
shelters were overcrowded or there was a 
time requirement to be there and we were 
past that,” Bussell said. 

It was then that he contacted a hotel in 
Oxford and booked them a room for 10 
days, which he paid for himself. Once 
he secured a place for them to stay, the 
deputy then took the family to a Walmart, 
where he bought them new clothes. One of 
the children asked if they could also have 
shoes, to which Bussell said “they abso- 
lutely could.” 

According to the police department, 
Deputy Bussell told no one at the station 
what he had done. They never would have 
known about it were it not for a photo that 
Gray took and posted on Facebook. 

Gray had written beside the photo on 
Facebook: “God has blessed us this week 
and I don’t know what I would have done.” 

Butler County Sheriff Richard K. 
Jones was proud of his deputy. “This is a 
true act of kindness,” he said. Referring to 
the post on Facebook, Jones added, “It was 
shared so many times that I got a phone 
call asking if I knew what a generous ges- 
ture my deputy did.” 

“T have some of the best employees 
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here,” Sheriff Jones said. “This speaks 
volumes in light of all the recent negativity 
people are saying about law enforcement.” 


We Love Our Professors! 
#proud 


Professor Joel Bunkowske of DeVry Uni- 
versity in Nashville, Tennessee, became 
an Internet sensation when on September 
21 he continued a lesson uninterrupted 
with the two-year-old son of one of his 
students in his arms. 

MSN News reported, “Professor Joel 
Bunkowske was in the middle of his lec- 
ture when a student’s 2-year-old son stood 
up in the middle of class and walked to- 
wards him.” The little boy belonged to 
student Amanda Osbon, a single mother 
and student at DeVry. 

Osbon indicated she was mortified 
when her child stood up and approached 
the professor. But Bunkowske’s response 
was wholly unexpected. Instead of repri- 
manding the child, or his mother, he sim- 
ply picked the child up and continued his 
lesson. 

According to Osbon, many of the stu- 
dents at DeVry are parents, so Osbon’s 
classmates were very understanding when 
she brought her son to class, but the profes- 
sor’s response was unexpected. “That made 
me literally start crying. I broke down. My 
classmates started hugging me,” Osbon 
told News 2 on September 23. “He went 
up to my professor and put his little arms 
up like that and without missing a beat my 
professor picked him up and kept teaching, 
and it was amazing to see that.” 

Professor Bunkowske explained his re- 
action to the child: “He came and he just 
held up his hands and looked at me with 
those eyes,” he told News 2. 

Bunkowske added that any student who 
wants an education should allow nothing 
to impede upon that goal. He is willing to 
be as accommodating as necessary to help 
those students achieve. 

“If you’re going to miss class because 
you don’t have a babysitter, I’d much rath- 
er let’s find a way to accommodate that for 
adult working people,” he said. 


THE GOODNESS OF AMERICA 


DeVry University proudly posted praise 
for Professor Bunkowske on the school’s 
Facebook page with a note: We love our 
professors! #proud. 


Walk a Mile in His Shoes 


A police officer with the Roeland Park Po- 
lice Department in Roeland Park, Kansas, 
went above and beyond the call of duty 
when he received a call regarding a “suspi- 
cious person” in the local park. 

Officers arrived at Sweeney Park, 
where they encountered Samuel Meix- 
ueiro, a man who AOL News reported fell 
on “hard times.” Meixueiro lost his home 
and had been sleeping in a church in Kan- 
sas City. His job, however, is in Mission, 
approximately a five-hour walk from Kan- 
sas City. 

“Tt’s a five-to-six hour walk. I’ve been 
doing it so I can keep my job,” Meixueiro 
said. 

Meixueiro had stopped in Sweeney 
Park to rest when someone thought he 
looked suspicious and called the police. 

Officer Zach Stamper recalled that 
when they arrived at the park, Meixueiro 
shook his hand and explained his situation. 

Officer Stamper gave Meixueiro a ride 
to work that day, but could not stop think- 
ing about him after he dropped him off at 
his job. “I was like, wow. My commute, 
I drive to work and it’s done. I couldn’t 
imagine spending five hours a day travel- 
ing back and forth to work, let alone on 
foot,” Officer Stamper said. 

According to AOL News, Stamper re- 
turned less than an hour later with a bike 
for Meixueiro that he could use for his 
commute, along with a duffel bag in which 
he could carry his personal items. 

Meixueiro was touched by Officer 
Stamper’s generosity. “I cried. I couldn’t 
believe it. Things are so hard for me right 
now. Any kind of help is just a blessing,” 
Meixueiro said. “Thank you from the bot- 
tom of my heart.” 

Officer Stamper stated that it made 
him feel good to help someone in need. 
“Tt made my day. It made my career,” he 
said. 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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Americas Last Frontier: Oklahoma 


With America’s westward expansion petering out, owing to a lack of available land, 
Easterners demanded that government open up Indian territory, leading to land rushes. 
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This be mine: Staking His Claim, Run of ’89, G. N. Taylor’s rip-roaring portrait of the first 


Oklahoma land run, the 1889 Unassigned Lands Run. It included future communities Oklahoma 
City, Norman, Moore, Edmond, Mustang, and Stillwater. 


by John J. Dwyer 


“There s never been anything like it since 
Creation. Creation! That took six days. 
This was done in one. It was History made 
in an hour — and I helped make it.” 

— Yancey Cravat, 
in Edna Ferber’s Cimarron 


ord rang out across the Western 
world that at noon on the 22nd 
of April, 1889, upon the sound 


of a shotgun fired by a U.S. cavalryman, 
anyone with the guts and wherewithal to 
do so could rush into the Unassigned Lands 
in the center of present-day Oklahoma and 


John J. Dwyer is author of The War Between the 
States: America’s Uncivil War and the upcoming The 
Oklahomans: The Story of Oklahoma and Its People. 
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claim their 160-acre spread from two mil- 
lion acres’ worth of government-designat- 
ed tracts. In a singularly American feat of 
bravado and imagination, 50,000 people 
— including nearly a thousand A frican- 
Americans — from every state in the Union 
descended on the area to do just that. 
When the shotgun fired, they thun- 
dered across the line on horseback, mule, 
bicycle, and foot; in wagons; and even 
inside, outside, and on top of trains churn- 
ing in from Texas and Kansas. Some got 
land, but most didn’t. There were fist- 
fights, shootouts, and court battles. Many 
sneaked in early and claimed some of the 
best 160-acre tracts and town lots. These 
energetic folks earned the label “Sooners.” 
By sundown on April 22, however, 
the entire country was settled, includ- 
ing the present-day towns of Oklahoma 


City, Norman, Stillwater, Kingfisher, and 
Guthrie, the latter designated as the terri- 
torial capital. More than 12,000 pioneers 
poured into Oklahoma City alone, which 
that morning had been a quiet railroad sta- 
tion on the prairie, sporting less than 10 
structures near the dry banks of the North 
Canadian River. 

The “Run of ’89” was an internation- 
al sensation. “Unlike Rome, the city of 
Guthrie was built in a day,” trumpeted 
Harper’s Weekly, the dominant periodi- 
cal of the era in the United States. “To 
be strictly accurate in the matter, it might 
be said that it was built in an afternoon. 
At twelve o’clock on Monday, April 22d 
[sic], the resident population of Guthrie 
was nothing; before sundown it was at 
least ten thousand. In that time streets had 
been laid out, town lots staked off, and 
steps taken toward the formation of a mu- 
nicipal government.” 

Mrs. Welling Haynes, daughter of a 
widowed, sharecropping Kansas mother 
and “’89er,” left this witness to the memo- 
rable day: 


We got in line ready to make the run 
when the signal was given. Then, real 
excitement began — everybody yell- 
ing, horses’ hoofs clattering, all in a 
hurry. Mother applied the whip and 
the horses started running. She didn’t 
try to guide them until we came to 
land on which very few people could 
be seen. She stopped the horses, 
jumped out of the wagon and stuck 
up her stakes. (This claim was one 
mile east of Crescent.) Mother then 
looked over her claim for a likely 
place to pitch our tent. She found a 
wide rocky canyon and a good spring 
of water. 


The Unassigned Lands Run of 1889 was 
only the first, and not even the largest, in a 
series of such epic adventures. It continued 
a chain of events that stretched nearly to 
the founding of the American Republic and 
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that would soon close the American fron- 
tier and produce the 46th state in the Union. 


Indian Territory 

To make sense of the Oklahoma land open- 
ings of the late 19th and early 20th centu- 
ries, one must explore the central role of 
the area in U.S. policy toward its aborigi- 
nal tribes during the preceding hundred 
years. As far back as the presidency of 
Thomas Jefferson at the dawn of the 19th 
century, the “Indian problem” had bedev- 
iled a United States that was advancing 
across the North American continent and 
with an exploding population comprised 
of peoples from around the world. 

The aboriginal American tribes, which 
had migrated thousands of years before 
from Asia, shared neither the Christianity, 
Western culture and education, techno- 
logical advancement, nor social progress 
of the European immigrants who settled 
America. Numerous Christian missionary 
efforts went out to the hundreds of differ- 
ent tribes. Thousands of Natives embraced 
American culture and beliefs, and many as- 
similated into that society. The redoubtable 
Jefferson himself evinced a deep affection, 
respect, and concern for the Indians in nu- 
merous statements over many years. Yet his 
own words well articulated the intractable 
problem: “inability of the 2 cultures ... one 
greater, one weaker ... to mesh.” 

The challenge was exacerbated by what 
Jefferson called “the interested and un- 
principled policy of England,” which had 
“defeated all our labors for the salvation 
of these unfortunate people. They have se- 
duced the greater part of the tribes within 
our neighborhood, to take up the hatchet 
against us, and the cruel massacres they 
have committed on the women and chil- 
dren of our frontiers taken by surprise, will 
oblige us now to pursue them to extermi- 
nation, or drive them to new seats beyond 
our reach.” 

Thus, American policy evolved into 
persuading, pressuring, and sometimes 
forcing the many tribes east of the Missis- 
sippi River to the other side of that great 
mid-continent divide. From at least 1820, 
“Indian Territory,” the area comprising 
present-day Oklahoma, except for its Pan- 
handle, became the focus of government 
efforts — always reflective of American 
public sentiment — for the resettlement 
of the tribes. Trouble and sometimes trag- 
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Free-for-all: Seconds after the gargantuan Cherokee Outlet Land Run of 1893 commenced, more 
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than 100,000 people sought free land in northern Oklahoma Territory. 


edy ensued. The most infamous examples 
were the multiple Trails of Tears in the 
1830s, which forcibly uprooted the Five 
Civilized Tribes (Cherokee, Chickasaw, 
Choctaw, Creek, and Seminole) and cost 
thousands of Indian lives and untold suf- 
fering. Though the government often at- 
tempted humane treatment of the Natives 
— providing them free land, provisions, 
large financial payments, and military 
protection — again and again, its commit- 
ments to them faltered, though nearly al- 
ways unintentionally. It was a frustrating, 
frequently maddening coalescence of gen- 
uine benevolence and even the Christian 
missionary spirit with misunderstanding, 
insensitivity, greed, and violence. 


Why They Came 

The stream of American citizens pioneer- 
ing west for land and destiny gushed like 
a tidal wave following the end of the Civil 
War in 1865. Unclaimed frontier land was 
disappearing in the face of this millions- 
strong armed migration. The largest por- 
tion of land yet remaining was Indian 
Territory. There, only around 100,000 
people — perhaps 80,000 of them Natives 
— lived on about 70,000 square miles of 
land. In comparison, the state of New York 
had around 4.3 million people living on 
47,000 square miles. 

In the face of such need and opportuni- 
ty, the burgeoning U.S. populace demand- 
ed that their elected officials open the 
vast, sparsely inhabited lands previously 
reserved for the Indians to settlement. 


Elias C. Boudinot and other progressive- 
minded Indians, many of them mixed- 
bloods, urged their tribes to participate in, 
even excel at, the ways of the expanding 
American Republic, rather than shrink 
from its inevitable primacy. 

Numerous other factors drove masses of 
American settlers west for a new, or last, 
chance. A decade of harsh and controver- 
sial post-war federal “Reconstruction” 
policies birthed financial overspeculation 
in the railroad industry, carpetbaggers, 
scalawags, robber barons, the Black Friday 
Stock Market Crash, the most corrupt pres- 
idential administration in U.S. history, the 
Gilded Age, the Ku Klux Klan, the Union 
League, and lasting enmity between the 
black and white races in the South. 

Black Friday, the financial Panic of 
1873, the nationwide Long Depression of 
1873-79, the Panic of 1893, and a growing 
monopoly frenzy generated ongoing so- 
cial and economic instability and upheaval 
for huge numbers of Americans. Also, the 
citizenry caught wind of the corruption, 
bribery, and other misbehavior that fueled 
many of the colossal fortunes accruing in 
the North and East, sections that had tri- 
umphed in the recent war. 

Meanwhile, in 1866, the United States 
confiscated most of the western half of Indi- 
an Territory from the Five Civilized Tribes 
to punish them for their widespread alliance 
with the Confederate States of America dur- 
ing the War Between the States. Then the 
government forcibly placed other, mostly 
Great Plains or “wild” tribes, who were 
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Some got land, but most didn't. There were fistfights, shootouts, 
and court battles. Many sneaked in early and claimed some of the 
best 160-acre tracts and town lots. These energetic folks earned 


the label “Sooners.” 


more nomadic, violent, and resistant to 
American culture, in bounded reservations 
on this land. This spawned a series of bit- 
ter, bloody wars between American horse 
soldiers and these Plains Indians, particu- 
larly the Comanche, Kiowa, Cheyenne, and 
Apache. By the late 1870s, the Indians were 
pacified, though a multitude of outlaws and 
gangs had rendered large swaths of Indian 
Territory a lawless enclave or “Robber’s 
Roost,” despite the Indian republics’ efforts 
to stop them. 

Thus, as the U.S. military gained the 
upper hand in western Indian Territory, 
American pioneers increasingly agitated 
for land ownership there. Many of them 
migrated west from crowded, crime-rid- 
den northeastern cities, many others from 
Southern lands destroyed by rampaging 
Union armies during the war, or lands just 
worn out from overplanting. The Southern 
ranks included thousands of blacks, many 
of whom sought a fresh start out from 
under the grim, deadly serious post-war 
Reconstruction conflict between Southern 
whites and the federal government. 


The Boomers 

Some of these white and black pioneers, 
known as “Boomers” because they were 
“booming” or trumpeting the settlement of 
Native lands, urged immediate opening of 
the vast, sparsely peopled southern plains 
of western Indian Territory. The scion of a 
famous and controversial family in Okla- 
homa history rose up as their standard 
bearer. Elias C. Boudinot, an accomplished 
mixed-blood Cherokee whose Cherokee 
father had defied the dominant powers of 
his tribe to bring thousands of his people 
to Indian Territory before the carnage of the 
Trail of Tears and suffered martyrdom for 
it, himself now defied the ruling powers of 
the whites and Natives alike. 

In early 1879, Boudinot fired a written 
shot heard round the world through the 
editorial pages of the large and influential 
Chicago Times newspaper. In it, he chal- 
lenged the U.S. government to open to 
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the American populace as public domain 
the lands it took from the Indian repub- 
lics in 1866, as he claimed that federal 
homestead laws demanded. Galvanized 
by this electrifying manifesto, would-be 
settlers poured into southern Kansas and 
southwestern Missouri, as well as the Red 
River Valley of north Texas, preparing to 
stake their claim in what Americans in- 
creasingly called the “Oklahoma Lands” 
or “Oklahoma.” Choctaw Indian chief and 
Presbyterian minister Allen Wright coined 
the latter term for the area. It means “Red 
People” in the Choctaw language. 

A swashbuckling Union Army veteran 
named Charles Carpenter, who sported 
Custer-like long hair and buckskins, ral- 
lied hundreds of Boomers around himself 
and served notice that the birth of a new 
state loomed — with him as its apparent 
leader. Government officials intimidated 
Carpenter into backing off in 1879, and 
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ished: Plains Indians such as the Comanche and Kiowa warred against American 


the army burned out early settlements of 
Boomers near present-day Oklahoma City. 

As the 1880s arrived, however, a sea 
change roiled in Indian Territory. Gone 
were the buffalo — slaughtered by the 
millions to bring the wild tribes to heel in 
the Plains Indian Wars — and the rule of 
the Natives. Coming or already there were 
the U.S. Army, white entrepreneurs, a tidal 
wave of new Boomers, and the railroads, 
the colossus of 19th-century American 
industry. The government had subsidized 
the railroads with millions of dollars to 
help spur westward settlement, and the 
railroads needed passengers and cargo- 
shipping customers to, literally, pay their 
freight. This demanded American settle- 
ment of Indian Territory. 

Maybe the government — earnestly 
attempting to honor its latest commit- 
ments to the Indians — could turn back 
Carpenter, and perhaps even David Payne, 
the more influential Boomer leader some- 
times called the “Father of Oklahoma” 
who followed him. But U.S. industry and 
the American people now had their sights 
trained on the Oklahoma country. And his- 
tory has shown many times that once that 
happens, for better or worse, there is no 
turning them back. 


ee 


settlement and terrorized other tribes until defeated by the U.S. Army, Texas Rangers, and hunters 


who decimated the buffalo that supplied them. 
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Just sky: Dugout Soddy on the Prairie, by Wayne Cooper, depicts homesteading life in 
a post-land runs Oklahoma Territory largely devoid of timber and other standard home- 


building components. 


Twin Territories 

The year after the Run of ’89, Congress 
passed the Oklahoma Organic Act, which 
legally divided Indian Territory into the 
Twin Territories. Oklahoma Territory now 
comprised roughly the western half of the 
original Indian Territory, that portion to the 
west of the five Indian republics’ lands and 
the smaller tribal enclaves to the northeast. 
The roughly eastern half remained Indian 
Territory. In response to settlers’ petitions, 
the Organic Act also established a repub- 
lican form of representative government 
for Oklahoma Territory. It called for Re- 
publican President Benjamin Harrison to 
appoint a territorial governor, judges, and 
other officials, and for the people to elect 
a territorial legislature. And it designated 
Republican bastion Guthrie as temporary 
territorial capital. 

Farther west, the Organic Act also 
folded the rough-and-tumble Panhandle 
(then variously called No-Man’s Land, the 
Public Land Strip, the Cimarron Country, 
or Robber’s Roost), into Oklahoma Ter- 
ritory. A haven for outlaws and fugitives 
until cowboys, cattlemen, and settlers 
cleared them out, its law-abiding citizens 
had applied unsuccessfully for territorial 
status as the Cimarron Territory. Now the 
government opened it for settlement under 
the provisions of the 1862 Homestead Act. 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


At this time, fewer than 30,000 people 
lived in the entirety of unsettled Oklaho- 
ma Territory — an area larger than many 
American states. This helps illustrate why 
the American people demanded its settle- 
ment. Indian Territory, meanwhile, though 
Congress strictly regulated its system of 
land ownership and it possessed an ad- 
vanced system of constitutional law unlike 
the Oklahoma Territory, suffered rampag- 
ing lawlessness that the tribal govern- 
ments who still possessed local authority 
were unable to stem. 

Against this unsettled backdrop, the Un- 
assigned Lands (a title minted by Boudi- 
not in his famed newspaper article) Run, 
enabled by the nation’s legislative branch 
through the Springer Amendment to the In- 
dian Appropriations Act, sponsored by IIli- 
nois Representative William Springer, was 
roundly considered a triumph of historic 
magnitude. The stage was set for more of 
them, including the biggest in history. 


More Land Runs 

Through the 1890s, whole new towns 
bustling with thousands of people rose up 
overnight from the Oklahoma prairie in a 
series of spectacular land runs, lotteries, 
auctions, and even a U.S. Supreme Court 
battle with Texas. In each case, the U.S. 
government apportioned members of the 
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tribe that owned the land to be allotted 
their own quarter-section (160-acre) land 
parcel. Settlers received the remaining 
lands, for which the tribes were paid mil- 
lions of dollars. 

After the epochal Run of ’89 that settled 
the Unassigned Lands in the center of old 
Indian Territory came the September 22, 
1891 land run immediately to the east in the 
Absentee Shawnee, Iowa, Potawatomi, and 
Sac and Fox country. Over 20,000 pioneers 
raced for land, but only 6,000 succeeded 
in securing it. These included William H. 
Twine, future African-American publisher 
as well as political and legal chieftain in 
Muskogee. Perhaps as many as a thousand 
blacks, including many residents of the all- 
black Oklahoma Territory town of Langs- 
ton founded the previous year from land 
opened in the first run, sought claims in the 
1891 event. It opened present-day Lincoln 
and Pottawatomie counties and portions of 
present-day Cleveland, Logan, Oklahoma, 
and Payne counties. 

Just seven months later, on April 19, 
1892, 25,000 Boomers thundered over 
the 3.5 million acres of surplus Cheyenne 
and Arapaho country in the Great Plains 
of western Oklahoma. This sprawling 
charge encompassed an area larger than 
Connecticut and Rhode Island combined. 
It remains as unique as it is forgotten. The 
participants included a hot air balloon 
and a six-horse team pulling a house. The 
well-known Kiowa warrior chief Big Tree, 
by now a Christian and leading advocate 
of peace between the Natives and whites, 
witnessed “as many (people) as the blades 
of grass on the Washita in the spring.” 

Government officials reeled when no 
one claimed nearly three million acres of 
this land. A long and devastating drought, 
absence of railroads or any other roads, 
harassment by cattlemen who wanted the 
range, lack of building materials, scarce 
food, poor water, the barrenness of the 
land for crop growing, and worry about 
the fierce — and sometimes still-threat- 
ening — Cheyenne all contributed to this 
rejection of free property. 

“About the only sure crop was the rat- 
tlesnake” went the saying. By the end of 
the decade, however, rugged pioneers of 
German, Irish, Scottish, Russian, English, 
African, and other stock had braved all 
challenges, often to the point of death, and 
carved their mostly forgotten names high 
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In 1866, the United States confiscated most of the western half of 
Indian Territory from the Five Civilized Tribes to punish them for 


their widespread alliance with the Confederate States of America 


during the War Between the States. 


in the annals of Oklahoma and American 
history to settle the area. 


Cherokee Outlet Run 

The greatest land run in history shook the 
earth across northern Oklahoma the fol- 
lowing year, on September 16, 1893. One 
hundred thousand pioneers poured into 
the vast Cherokee Outlet, which stretched 
from the main Cherokee country in north- 
eastern Indian Territory to No Man’s 
Land, the present-day Oklahoma Panhan- 
dle. Reserved as grazing and hunting lands 
for the tribe as part of their Indian removal 
package, the Outlet encompassed not only 
the sprawling lands the Cherokee leased 
to white cattlemen but also the small tribal 
enclaves of the Pawnee and Tonkawa, the 
latter numbering around 70 members. 

Two factors generated drama in the 
Cherokee Run of a magnitude not found in 
other Oklahoma land openings. One was 
its sheer size, double the participants of the 
next largest, the Run of ’89. The other was 
the tense context in which it occurred. His- 
torian Alvin O. Turner well described how 
years of drought across the South and Mid- 
west, inadequate agricultural prices, and a 
national depression — the Panic of 1893 — 
brought thousands of desperate Boomers to 
the region, many of them financially des- 
titute and many others close to starvation. 

As the date of the run neared, the fed- 
eral government required them to wait in 
line, often for days, in scalding heat just to 
register for the right to participate. Boom- 
ers, suffering from thirst, hunger, and 
sunstroke, fell ill, and some died in these 
lines. Twenty thousand still waited when 
federal officials closed down the registra- 
tion booths. 

Many Boomers endured mistreatment 
and even violence at the hands of soldiers 
and deputies tasked with controlling the 
enormous throng. Others suffered injuries 
and a few were killed when a chain reac- 
tion of stampedes broke out just prior to 
the start of the run. According to Turner, 
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“Countless individuals were injured in the 
frantic (Cherokee Outlet) races following 
the starting guns or when mobs fought 
to board the trains or individuals jumped 
from the trains as they neared town sites.” 

The great majority of the participants 
behaved well, and many displayed gener- 
osity and assistance toward one another. 
Enough did not, however, that the threat 
and sometimes the reality of violence 
hung over the entire proceedings like a 
dark cloud. As towns such as Ponca City 
and Blackwell sprang from the Oklahoma 
prairie within hours, cheating Sooners 
snatched many of the best claims, and 
most of those daring Boomers who made 
the Cherokee Outlet Run did not even get 
land. For those who did, the challenges 
had only begun, as Turner recounted: 


The chaotic process of settlement 
continued to affect the region’s de- 
velopment long after the land run. 
Towns were over-built; farmers went 
broke on land unsuitable for farm- 
ing.... Many claims were abandoned 
by the end of the year. There were, of 
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Waiting for the start: A Boomer family on the Kansas-Oklahoma border east of Arkansas City 


prepares for the 1889 Unassigned Lands Run. 


course, success stories just as there 
had been instances of neighborly 
actions, generosity, even gallantry 
during the run. Yet even those who 
managed to secure good land soon 
learned that farmers’ opportunities 
were limited. The new towns, de- 
pendent on the farmers’ business, 
faltered in a changing American 
economy where the growth of indus- 
trialization had redefined the mean- 
ing of opportunity. 


The Last Run 
The final land run opened the Kickapoo 
country on May 23, 1895. This tiny tribe 
— fewer than 300 members, possessing 
around 200,000 acres — did not desire 
to be assimilated into white American 
culture. Their refusal to negotiate a treaty 
with the U.S. government on allotment de- 
layed the process for years. The Kickapoos 
could forestall the inevitable no longer 
than May 23, 1895, however, when 10,000 
more Boomers and Sooners charged into 
the area to claim a homestead or town lot. 
Wellston and McLoud are among the pres- 
ent-day towns that emerged from this run. 
Once again, only a minority of the run- 
ners, which included numerous independent 
females as did previous runs, succeeded. 
More than ever before, though, due in part 
to a lack of race officials, Sooners foiled 
the Boomers. Perhaps as many as half the 
land seekers snuck in early, although scores 
were arrested and fined $1,000 apiece, an 
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Courtesy of Dickinson Research Center, 


National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum 
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The birth of a town: Boomers hold lots they claimed in what was to 


following the April 22, 1889 Unassigned Lands Run. 


enormous sum in that day. Still, “Sooner- 
ism” had taken a large enough toll on the 
available land, triggered enough lawsuits, 
and generated such a wealth of anger and 
even violence that the government termi- 
nated land runs as a means of releasing 
the remainder of surplus Indian lands. The 
lottery and the auction would serve as the 
methods for future openings. 

One other piece of Oklahoma Terri- 
tory, the long-contested plains country in 
the far southwest corner, Greer County, 
came into the present-day Oklahoma fold 
in 1896. The U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
that the southern stream of Red River was 
its main course through the region — and 
thus was the original boundary of the 
Louisiana Purchase and now, Oklahoma 
Territory. This delivered the 1.5 million 
acres between it and the northern stream 
from Texas, which had claimed and par- 
tially settled it, to Oklahoma. Present-day 
towns such as Altus, Frederick, Hobart, 
Mangum, and Hollis would have been 
located in Texas had the verdict gone the 
other way. 


Later Openings 

Around 3.5 million acres of Comanche, 
Kiowa, Apache, Wichita, and Caddo tribal 
land in southern Oklahoma Territory, along 
with nearly two million acres of Osage, 
Ponca, Kaw, and Otoe-Missouri tribal land 
comprising the northeast portion of the 
territory, remained unallotted to individ- 
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ual tribal members and unapportioned to 
American settlers at the dawn of the 20th 
century. Congress remedied this with more 
great land openings — through lottery. 

In 1901 came the Wichita and Caddo 
lands around present-day Caddo County 
and the Kiowa-Comanche-Apache (K-C- 
A) lands around present-day Comanche 
and Kiowa counties. Over 135,000 pro- 
spective homesteaders and town citizens 
registered for property tracts, hoping to 
hear their names called among the list- 
ings of 13,000 lots pulled from large 
boxes. Following the awarding of these 
lots, sales of town lots in the new coun- 
ty seats of Anadarko (Caddo), Lawton 
(Comanche), and Hobart (Kiowa) com- 
menced. Nearly $750,000 from these 
sales financed construction and improve- 
ment of roads, bridges, and courthouses 
in these counties. 

At least two legendary Oklahomans — 
future U.S. Senator and anti-New Dealer 
Thomas P. Gore and famed lawman Heck 
Thomas — put down stakes as thousands 
of people raised the new town of Lawton 
up from the southwest Oklahoma plains 
on the day of its birth, August 6, 1901. 
The two men developed a close friend- 
ship. Though he was blind, Gore’s recol- 
lection of the signal experience, when he 
and Thomas at first lived in tents on the 
heretofore wild and dangerous prairie, 
provides an enduring window for future 
generations into pioneer Oklahoma: 


I located at Lawton before there 
was any Law-ton. There were only 
two little shacks on the town-site 
when I located my tent on the East- 
ern Boundary which was then called 
‘Goo-goo’ avenue. The blue grass 
was waist high on most of the town- 
site, particularly where there were 
“hog-wallers.” The hard mesquite 
occupied part of the town-site. 


In 1904, much smaller portions of Ponca, 
Otoe, and Missouri lands were allotted to 
individual tribal members. Settlers pur- 
chased the remaining 51,000 acres. Osage 
and Kaw Indians received individual al- 
lotments of their tribal lands in 1906, with 
none left for settlers. At the end of 1906, the 
federal government auctioned off 480,000 
acres of K-C-A range along Red River 
through a sealed bid. This “Big Pasture” 
ranching country had served as a hunting 
and grazing reserve for these tribes since 
the 1901 allotment and sale of their remain- 
ing southwest Oklahoma lands. 


Good and Bad 

Repeating a recurrent theme of American 
history, these memorable events spawned 
opportunity and thrilling history, as well 
as injustice, loss, and sorrow. Dust clouds 
billowed and the earth shook when thou- 
sands of horses, mules, wagons, and other 
vehicles thundered across the prairie to- 
ward new homesteads and the building of 
an American state during the K-C-A open- 
ing. Yet Christian missionaries who had 
labored among the Comanche, Kiowa, and 
Apache on those enormous reservations, 
“lamented the high crime rates, drunken- 
ness, unsanitary conditions, and diseases” 
strewn in these pioneers’ wake, according 
to historian Benjamin R. Kracht. 

Numerous white voices joined the Indi- 
ans in opposing the K-C-A opening. They 
included Indian Agent James Randlett, 
Fort Sill Cavalry Commander Hugh Scott 
(namesake of Lawton’s Mount Scott), 
Texas cattlemen who grazed herds there, 
and Baptist, Presbyterian, Mennonite, 
Roman Catholic, and Methodist Episco- 
pal, South missionaries. 

Kiowa Chief and Christian convert 
Lone Wolf (the younger adopted son of 
famed warrior and chief Lone Wolf, the 
elder) mounted a brilliant, years-long legal 
battle with the federal government over the 
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How it was divided: Land runs, allotments, 
lotteries, and sealed bids opened Oklahoma 
Territory to large-scale American settlement 
and led to that territory and Indian Territory 
becoming the state of Oklahoma. 


K-C-A opening that roared all the way to 
the U.S. Supreme Court. That body ruled 
against the Kiowas, citing the Fifth Amend- 
ment of the Bill of Rights for their remark- 
able admission that “the power exists to 
abrogate the provisions of an Indian treaty.” 

Indeed, controversy attended the en- 
tirety of the U.S. government’s dealings 
with the Indian tribes of America from the 
1600s onward, often with justification. 
Some Oklahoma schools have removed 
land run celebrations and even activities 
from their curriculum. Modern Ameri- 
cans, however, while studying the lessons 
of the past in an objective, clear-eyed man- 
ner, would do well to ponder the conse- 
quences had brutal tribes such as the Co- 
manche — feared and loathed not just by 
white and black Americans, but by other 
Native tribes whose members they raped, 
tortured, murdered, and enslaved — won 
control of Oklahoma and other states from 
Western and Christian civilization. 

As alluded to earlier, among the innu- 
merable beneficiaries of Oklahoma Ter- 
ritory land openings were thousands of 
African-American pioneers. In an era of 
national segregation, discrimination, and 
racism against blacks, the Oklahoma coun- 
try offered unparalleled opportunities for 
this struggling race. Courageous black vi- 
sionaries and elected office holders such as 
Edward P. McCabe, Green I. Currin, and 
Albert Hamlin spearheaded the founding of 
numerous all-black towns in the Twin Ter- 
ritories, as well as their own state-supported 
Oklahoma Colored Agricultural and Nor- 
mal University. Now Langston University, 
the school remains the westernmost his- 
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torically black college in America. Perhaps 
best of all, according to historian Jimmie 
Franklin, sourcing the U.S. Bureau of the 
Census regarding the 1910 census, blacks 
owned more than 1.5 million acres of land 
in future Oklahoma by 1905, much of it in 
Oklahoma Territory. 


Statehood 

The land runs, lotteries, and auctions that 
opened Oklahoma Territory launched a 
new chapter of drama for its pioneers. 
The farmers took hold of plains and prai- 
rie land, much of which was bereft of basic 
natural resources their counterparts pos- 
sessed nearly anywhere else in America. 
These included water for people, stock, 
and crops; trees for materials for homes, 
outbuildings, and implements; and foli- 
age of all sorts for wind, dust, and water 
breaks. By the end of the 1890s, nearly 
half the farmers in western Oklahoma who 
did still own their land — many of them 
striving to follow better agrarian practices 
— had mortgaged it. 

Despite these and innumerable other 
challenges and heartbreaks, however, 
between 1900 and 1910, over a million 
white, black, Indian, Hispanic, and Asian 
residents birthed, in the words of one of 
Oklahoma’s Founding Fathers, “not just a 
new state, but a new kind of state.” Dur- 
ing the same period, one of the greatest 
oil booms in history gushed forth from the 
land loved by so many of those people. 

The American population mushroomed 
during this decade due to increased immi- 
gration and high domestic birthrates. The 
nation’s vast frontier was mostly secured 


a Peoti: Quapaw 
‘Modoc 
Ottawa Shawnee 
_ "Wyandotte 
Seneca 


Cherokee 
Nation 


Choctaw 


by the dawn of the new century, despite 
the fact that much of the South was still 
stymied by the devastation of the War Be- 
tween the States and its aftermath. Thus, 
the sweeping tracts of free land, moderate 
climate, and opportunity to build new fam- 
ilies and a new state alike gleamed like a 
beacon of last chance-hope and paradise to 
people across the United States and even 
other nations. 

Perhaps the dean of Oklahoma histo- 
rians, Edward Everett Dale, who himself 
pioneered “Old Greer County” in future 
southwest Oklahoma with his family as 
a teenager, pronounced the most fitting 
benediction for this remarkable time and 
place, when men, women, and children 
thundered across the American landscape 
in pursuit of all which that iconic vision 
dangled before them: 


The pioneers who came to the West 
(sought) for that most precious of all 
human material possessions, a home. 
Largely speaking, this home seeker 
is the forgotten man in the annals of 
the American West.... Yet he was by 
far the most important factor in the 
conquest and development of our 
American empire. 

His way of life has vanished and is 
largely forgotten by all but a compar- 
atively few people. It is, however, a 
part of our social history and as such 
should be preserved and cherished. It 
was the pioneer settlers who won the 
West when the wooing was difficult 
and sometimes dangerous, and most 
of them now sleep in its soil. 
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EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


Injured Victim Fights Back 
The Washington Times reported out of 
Annapolis, Maryland, on August 21 that a 
home invasion was halted when the victim 
turned the tables on his attacker. The resi- 
dent, a 52-year-old man, was at home with 
his girlfriend when someone knocked on 
his door. He answered the door, and two 
strangers forced their way into the man’s 
home. One of the intruders was armed and 
threatened to shoot the resident, so the 
fast-acting homeowner grabbed the gun 
and began struggling with the suspect. The 
gun fired, and a bullet struck the resident 
in the leg. Despite his injury, the victim 
was able to keep fighting and get the gun 
away from the intruder. The injured home- 
owner then fired the weapon and hit one of 
the suspects. The second suspect immedi- 
ately fled the home. 

Despite the bullet wound to his leg, 
the resident was able to call the police to 
report the home invasion. Authorities ar- 
rived and discovered the injured assailant 
still inside the home. Both the victim and 
the suspect were taken to a nearby medi- 
cal facility. Police are still looking for the 
second suspect, who was seen fleeing the 
scene in a van. 


Father Fatally Shoots 


Intruder in His Garage 


KHOU out of Houston reported on August 
20 about a father who was forced to take a 
life to defend his family. The homeowner 
was in his garage getting into a vehicle 
with his wife and young son when a dis- 
traught man walked up his driveway and 
began yelling nonsensical gibberish at him. 
The father thought that the man’s bizarre 
behavior may have been because he was 
mentally deranged or on drugs. Fearing for 
his family’s wellbeing, the father pushed 
the button to close the garage door. Be- 
fore the door could fully close, the suspect 
kicked the door, which triggered the safety 
sensors that made the door open back up. 
The homeowner quickly retrieved his gun 
and told the intruder to stop, but the sus- 
pect kept advancing. Sergeant Felipe Ri- 
vera of the Harris County Sheriff’s Office 
told KHOU that when the suspect “kept 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
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coming at him in an aggressive manner, 
he [the father] discharged his gun at him.” 
The father fired multiple shots, which 
would prove to be fatal, and the suspect 
was pronounced dead at the scene. Ser- 
geant Rivera said authorities are not sure 
what was behind the intruder’s erratic be- 
havior. “Just somebody who was out of 
control.... Whether it’s drug-induced or 
mental, we don’t know,” he told KHOU. 
Neighbor Russell Peterson told ABC13, 
“T think anybody would defend their fam- 
ily and they should have the right to do so. 
It’s unfortunate that somebody was killed. 
But, it’s unfortunate that the person decided 
to go and take it upon themselves to be an 
intruder, predator. They got the end result.” 


Kwick Death 


ABC7 out of Chicago reported on August 
25 that a convenience store clerk shot and 
killed an armed robber. The deceased sus- 
pect was later identified as 30-year-old 
Justin Greenenwald, who allegedly at- 
tempted to rob a Kwick Shop while wear- 
ing a mask and armed with what appeared 
to be a firearm. Police reported that the 
suspect in the incident burst into the store 
and aimed his weapon at the 24-year-old 
clerk working behind the counter. The 
armed robber ordered the clerk to give 
him all the cash, but the clerk was able 
to grab a pistol that was kept behind the 
counter and shoot the suspect four times. 
Police arrived on the scene shortly after 
the shooting and discovered an injured 
Greenenwald at the scene. Greenenwald 
was taken to Good Shepherd Hospital and 
was pronounced dead shortly thereafter. 

Police later determined that the weapon 
the masked man wielded was an air gun. 
ABC7 reported that public records re- 
vealed Greenenwald was previously con- 
victed of armed robbery and served time in 
prison. Police reported that Greenenwald 
was on parole at the time of Kwick Shop 
robbery, and he also had prior convic- 
tions for armed robbery, drug offenses, 
and theft. The Chicago Tribune reported 
on August 25 that the 2011 robbery that 
Greenenwald had served time for was of 
a gas station in which he also reportedly 
used a BB gun and wore a mask. 


If It Wasn’t for My Gun... 


WBTV out of Catawba, North Carolina, re- 
ported on September 30 about a violent at- 
tempted robbery at a former local business. 

Forty-year-old Jordan Lyons had been 
living in downtown Catawba where he 
had a business that recently closed its 
doors. Lyons was alone in the building 
late at night when he heard knocking 
on the back door. Since it was so late 
at night, he grabbed his .40-caliber pis- 
tol and placed it in his back pocket. He 
walked to the back door and opened it to 
see who was knocking on the other side. 
As he opened the door, two burly men 
pushed their way in and began violently 
beating Lyons. One of the men broke a 
beer bottle over his head and another 
man hit him with a cinder block. The 
men then slammed the injured Lyons 
up against a wall, but Lyons still had 
enough fight in him to grab the pistol 
out of his back pocket and fire at the as- 
sailants. Lyons told the authorities that 
the shots from his gun hit one of the men 
in the upper arm or torso area. Lyons 
fired at the second intruder but missed. 
The intruders fled the scene, and Lyons 
called the police. 

Law enforcement arrived on the scene 
and discovered a shattered window in 
a truck outside, which was broken by 
the bullet that Lyons fired at the second 
suspect. The police also found a trail of 
blood leading out through the back of the 
business to where they believe the sus- 
pects had their getaway car parked. 

As the police were investigating the 
incident, a man checked into a nearby 
hospital with a gunshot wound. The in- 
jured man denied any involvement in the 
burglary, but the police are still investi- 
gating. Investigators have collected blood 
evidence as well as other clues. Law en- 
forcement is hopeful that surveillance 
cameras from nearby businesses will aid 
them in their investigation. Regardless of 
whether the police are able to close the 
case, Lyons is grateful. “I’m thankful to 
be alive,” he told WBTV. Lyons also said 
he knows that his pistol saved his life that 
night. He told WBTV, “If I hadn’t a had 
the gun I think I would have died.” Hf 

— PATRICK KREY 
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The Libeling of 


Columbus Continues 


ITEM: The Connecticut Post of Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, reported October 14 on the 
demise of Columbus Day in city schools: 
“In a swift, unanimous vote on Tuesday 
evening, the city school board voted to re- 
name the holiday Indigenous People’s Day. 
Students and staff will still get their long 
weekend. The day, celebrated on the sec- 
ond Monday in October, will just no longer 
pay homage to the explorer many say con- 
tributed to the genocide of Native Ameri- 
cans.... Columbus Day has been around 
since at least 1792, some three centuries 
after the Italian explorer sailed the ocean 
blue to prove the world was not flat.” 
ITEM: “t's true that by modern standards, 
Christopher Columbus was clearly a 
genocidal maniac ... a self-aggrandizing 
jerk who largely stumbled into the his- 
tory books despite getting a whole bunch 
of things wrong,” the Raw Story told us 
on this year’s Columbus Day. “By now, 
everyone knows that Columbus accom- 
plished neither of the two things that we 
learned about in grade school. The Vi- 
king Leif Erickson was probably the first 
European to establish a settlement in the 
Americas some 500 years earlier.” The 
Raw Story reported that Columbus, near 
the end of his life, “was devoting his time 
to writing a book of nutty apocalyptic 
Christian prophecies.” 
ITEM: The Atlantic observed on this year’s 
Columbus Day that “few famous figures in 
American history are as divisive as Chris- 
topher Columbus.... The picture grows 
even more complicated when you factor in 
teachers and schools, which often rely on 
textbooks, materials, and lesson plans in- 
undated with Anglo-American, mono-cul- 
tural viewpoints.” But the Atlantic lauds 
a kindergarten teacher in San Francisco 
(and a recent recipient of the Southern 
Poverty Law Center's Teaching on Toler- 
ance Award) for the way he teaches im- 
pressionable five-year-olds about Colum- 
bus: “He actually led a lot of devastating 
movements against indigenous peoples.” 
CORRECTION: Actually, these comments 
largely sum up the smug and disdainful 
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celebration of the accomplishments of Christopher Columbus, who on October 12, 1492, ended 
the disconnected histories of the world, brought Christianity to the Western Hemisphere, and 


introduced Western civilization in the Americas. 


attitude about the great Admiral of the 
Ocean Sea found in educational settings 
from kindergarten to college campuses, 
in the popular culture, and in the liberal 
media: (1) He did not accomplish anything 
of importance; and (2) to whatever extent 
he did accomplish anything, it was some- 
thing repugnant to all right-thinking peo- 
ple, as he was somehow responsible for 
the slavery of millions of black Africans 
and the deaths of millions of indigenous 
peoples in the Americas. 

It should be noted that Columbus did 
not set out to “discover” America, and 
the Spanish Crown certainly did not fi- 
nance an expensive voyage to prove the 
world was not flat (something everyone 
already knew). Although the popular nar- 
rative depicts him as primarily lured by the 
prospect of wealth, this desire was actu- 
ally part of a larger motivation. Columbus 
wanted to find enough wealth to finance 
a crusade to free the Holy Land from Is- 
lamic domination. Expecting to reach Asia 
by sailing west, he urged King Ferdinand 
and Queen Isabella, the Spanish sover- 
eigns, “to spend all the profits from this 
enterprise on the conquest of Jerusalem.” 
(Emphasis added.) 


While certainly the desire to reach the 
East by sailing west involved economic 
considerations, Columbus did not set out 
from Spain to enslave American Indians. 
Indeed, he was as ignorant of their exis- 
tence as they were of his. His inspiration 
came from the writings of fellow Italian 
Marco Polo, who wrote of the interest in 
the Mongol rulers of China in the Chris- 
tian faith. This gave Columbus the idea 
that with the conversion of China, these 
combined Christian forces could then 
proceed to drive the Muslims from the 
Holy Land. 

Pre-Columbian America is often pic- 
tured as a paradise by those who wish to 
denigrate Columbus. It was not. Slavery 
was hoary with age in America long before 
1492. As George Grant wrote in his book 
The Last Crusader: The Untold Story of 
Christopher Columbus, the charge against 
Columbus of slave-trading is simply “ma- 
licious falsehood.” It is true that Colum- 
bus captured 500 Indians following a brief 
war, who were sent to Spain. However, 
they were prisoners of war, not slaves, 
and were soon released. It was during this 
warfare that Columbus used both horses 
and “savage dogs” to achieve victory. This 
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has resulted in some detractors to distort 
the facts to claim Columbus used Indian 
flesh for “dog food.” Certainly the use of 
dogs in warfare is gruesome — but so is 
the use of a sword to lop off a man’s head, 
or the use of a tomahawk to smash out a 
man’s brains. 

If Columbus is to be blamed for atroci- 
ties that took place long after his death, 
then he should be credited with certain 
achievements that resulted from his voy- 
ages, as well. For instance, the Spanish 
Christians ended the horrific human sac- 
rifices and cannibalism practiced by the 
brutal Aztec empire. Victor Davis Hansen 
has estimated that the Aztecs murdered 
around 20,000 people every year in ritual 
sacrifices. If their own histories are to 
be believed, in 1487, while Columbus 
was still begging for support from King 
Ferdinand and Queen Isabella, the Az- 
tecs boasted of sacrificing over 80,000 
prisoners in only four days! Using sharp 
obsidian knives, these black-robed priests 
chanted to their gods as they tore out the 
hearts of living victims. When Hernando 
Cortés appeared in Mexico in 1519, he 
and his conquistadores were welcomed by 
the native Tiaxcala confederacy of tribes. 
Having suffered under the bloody tyranny 
of the Aztecs, these native peoples were 
quick to ally with the Spaniards to over- 
throw the Aztec empire. 

Bartolomé de las Casas, a Spanish priest 
who advocated for better treatment of 
the native peoples, said Columbus was a 
“gentle man of great force and spirit.” Las 
Casas is often cited because of his advo- 
cacy of the Indian cause, yet he certainly 
did not consider Columbus the originator 
of maltreatment of native peoples. 

Perhaps the most serious libel leveled 
against Columbus is that he committed 
genocide. Considering that the great sail- 
or died in 1506, it is highly unlikely that 
he was involved in much raping, killing, 
pillaging, and enslaving after that time. 
In The Last Crusader: The Untold Story 
of Christopher Columbus, George Grant 
explained, “Far from being a racist, he 
proved time after time to be overly en- 
amored with the native populations he 
encountered on his travels.” It is true that 
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Students listen as Keya Pipeboy of the Redbone Singers Band speaks about the importance of 
drums. Pipeboy’s lesson was part of the first official Indigenous Peoples Day at the American 
Indian Magnet School in St. Paul, Minnesota. The program is part of the movement to displace 
Columbus Day, replacing it with a day celebrating “indigenous cultures” in America. 


hundreds of thousands, perhaps millions, 
of native peoples died in the decades after 
the Spanish invasion. But the charge that 
this was somehow Columbus’ fault is 
also easily refuted. The greatest cause of 
deaths of the indigenous peoples of the 
Western Hemisphere was disease, as the 
Spaniards introduced smallpox, plague, 
and measles into North and South Amer- 
ica. And should the American Indians be 
blamed for passing the scourge of syphi- 
lis to the Spanish, which they took back 
to Europe, leading to the eventual deaths 
of five million people? 

Tommy De Seno commented in his The 
Truth About Columbus, “It is wrong also 
to blame Columbus for bringing genocidal 
microbes to kill native Americans.” After 
all, detractors ridicule him for mistakenly 
thinking he had reached Asia. “So was his 
evil plan to bring disease to wipe out the 
East?” 

Rather than desiring to exploit the na- 
tive peoples he encountered as he came 
ashore, his first thoughts were how to 
convert them to the Christian faith. A 
Christian’s motivation to convert a pagan 
to Christianity is certainly not to hurt that 
person, but is motivated by love of the 
person, and by obedience to the command 
of Jesus Christ to take the gospel to all 


persons on Earth. In our modern secular 
world, such beliefs are met with derision 
by the secular Left. In the eyes of the left- 
ist Raw Story, Columbus’ belief in the 
Second Coming of Christ is “nutty.” 

Moreover, the skeptics argue Colum- 
bus accomplished nothing positive. They 
contend that others, such as the Norwe- 
gian Leif Erickson, beat Columbus to the 
Americas by 500 years. Although Co- 
lumbus was most likely not even the first 
person from Europe (much less human, 
since the Indians were there to meet him) 
to make it to the Americas, none of these 
earlier “discoverers” changed the course 
of history. Columbus did. Despite the 
probability that other Europeans before 
Columbus had made it to North America 
first, before Columbus the continents 
were unaware of the others, so in a very 
real sense, he is responsible for the Euro- 
pean discovery of America. Samuel Eliot 
Morrison, in his book Christopher Co- 
lumbus, Mariner, rightly said, “No other 
sailor had the persistence, the knowledge, 
and the sheer guts to sail thousands of 
miles into the unknown ocean until he 
found land.” 

Because of Christopher Columbus, mil- 
lions of individual souls in the Western 
Hemisphere were exposed to the Christian 
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religion. While this is for some at best a 
non-issue, and for others an outright nega- 
tive, it carried both eternal and temporal 
positive consequences for the indigenous 
peoples of America. As Selwyn Duke said 
in THE NEw AMERICAN, “Almost none of 
us — Indian, white, or otherwise — would 
return to the morally and technologically 
primitive ways of our pagan ancestors; we 
enjoy the fruits of Western civilization.” 

Dennis Behreandt, also writing in 
THE NEW AMERICAN, summed it up suc- 
cinctly: “It is true that the world changed 
irretrievably on October 12, 1492, but 
contrary to left-wing opinion, it changed 
for the better.” 

The effort to demonize Columbus is 
part of the larger campaign to attack the 
foundations of Western civilization. In the 
end, Columbus is hated for his greatest 
virtue: He brought the Christian faith and 
Western civilization to the New World. 

— STEVE Byas 
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Americans of Italian ancestry support the continuation of Columbus Day as an opportunity to 
celebrate their Italian heritage. Columbus, also known as Colombo in Italian, sailed for Spain, but 
was from Genoa, now in the nation of Italy. Here, New York Governor Andrew Cuomo, of Italian 
ancestry himself, joins in the festivities honoring the Admiral of the Ocean Sea. Columbus Day 
remains popular in the Empire State, which boasts many Americans of Italian ancestry. 
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THE !,\5 WORD 


BY WILLIAM F. JASPER 


Save Us From the “Humanitarians” 


n case you may have 
I missed it, for the past 

couple of years the world 
saviors at the United Nations 
have been embarked on a 
new, glorious, salvific mis- 
sion: the World Humanitar- 
ian Summit. It is a great hu- 
manitarian mission because, 
of course, all UN efforts are 
great humanitarian missions. 
How do we know this to be 
true? Well, because the dicta- 
tors, tyrants, mass-murderers, 
gangsters, and banksters who 
tule the regimes that make up 
the UN membership regularly 
tell us so from the rostrum of the UN. They are perennially hold- 
ing UN conferences and summits to save humanity from war, 
poverty, ignorance, disease, financial disaster, deforestation, 
global warming (aka climate change), acid rain, desertification, 
overpopulation, gender discrimination, etc. — because they care 
so deeply. They are not demanding vast new powers over all 
aspects of our lives and trillions of dollars because they crave 
power and riches; they are only doing so because they are such 
compassionate humanitarians. 

The World Humanitarian Summit (WHS) was launched by UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in September 2013. That initi- 
ated a process of eight “regional consultations” that took place 
over the last two years in Japan, Hungary, Jordan, South Africa, 
Ivory Coast, Guatemala, Tajikistan, and New Zealand. Topping 
off this agenda was the recent three-day Global Consultation of 
the WHS in Geneva, Switzerland, October 14-16. All of which 
is preparation for the Big Event next year: the first global sum- 
mit of world leaders of the World Humanitarian Summit. That is 
scheduled to take place May 24-26 in Istanbul, Turkey. 

In his keynote address to the WHS Global Consultation in 
Geneva on October 15, UN Deputy Secretary-General Jan Eli- 
asson declared: “A key objective for all of us must be to link 
humanitarian work to prevention, resilience and development.” 
“The General Assembly’s adoption on September 25 of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) was an unprecedented 
global commitment to transformative change and to leaving no 
one behind,” he continued. 

As THE NEW AMERICAN’S Alex Newman has reported, the 
Sustainable Development Goals (which the UN also refers to 
as Agenda 2030, its global central planning scheme for the next 
15 years) “are essentially a recipe for global socialism and cor- 
poratism.” This should hardly surprise anyone, considering the 
dominance of global socialists and corporatists in the UN and its 
agencies — and at its summits. Consider, for instance, the above- 
mentioned Eliasson is second only to Ban Ki-moon in the UN’s 
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organizational hierarchy. A 
former Swedish foreign min- 
ister, he is a member of the 
Swedish Social Democratic 
Party, which is a member 
party of the Party of European 
Socialists. It is also a member 
party of the Socialist Interna- 
tional (SI), the radical Marx- 
ist organization that includes 
many “former” communist 
parties that have rebranded 
themselves as “socialist” or 
“social democrat” — without 
significantly changing their 
politics or personnel. 

“The ultimate objective of 
the parties of the Socialist International is nothing less than 
world government.” So declared the SI at its 1962 Congress 
in Oslo, Norway. It has continued to push this same agenda 
ever since. 

Among other Socialist International veterans addressing the 
Geneva WHS with Eliasson were Antonio Guterres and Nasima 
Razmyar. Guterres, the former Socialist Party prime minister 
of Portugal and former president of the European Council, also 
served as president of the SI from 1999-2005. Like many of his SI 
comrades, Guterres is also a veteran of Bilderberg, the ultra-elite, 
super-secretive annual confab of global bankers, politicians, and 
corporate plutocrats. He now heads the UN High Commission for 
Refugees. Razmyar is a member of Finland’s parliament and its 
Social Democratic Party, a member party of the SI. 

“Our world is confronting huge, almost uncontrollable human 
disasters,” Eliasson told the WHS in Geneva. “The demands 
are growing faster than our capacity and resources.” Hence the 
need for moving “from Billions to Trillions” — of dollars, that 
is — in global wealth redistribution, via various UN programs. 

As to be expected, the elite, insider banksters are well rep- 
resented. On May 15 of this year, UN Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon announced the appointment of Trevor Manuel, a senior 
advisor to the Rothschild Group, to the UN’s High-Level Panel on 
Humanitarian Financing. Similarly, Ban appointed top globalist 
Peter Sutherland as special representative of the secretary-general 
for international migration, where he serves as a major mouth- 
piece for the new humanitarian agenda. Sutherland is an insiders’ 
insider: former head of the World Trade Organization, European 
chairman of the Trilateral Commission, past chairman of British 
Petroleum, former Steering Committee member of the Bilderberg 
Group — and, until recently, chairman of Goldman Sachs Inter- 
national, the global banking behemoth known as the “vampire 
squid” for its predatory, corrupt practices that have been the cause 
of so many of the crises that now engulf our planet. 

Lord, save us from these “humanitarians”! Mi 
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